
 

September 4, 2020 
 

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 7, 2020 
 

Monday, 9/7: 
● NO SCHOOL - Labor Day 
 
Tuesday, 9/8: 
● Hybrid Model begins 
 
*Please check the VASJ website for the most up-to-date postings of athletic events 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Hello Viking Families: 

Click here for the VASJ reopening plan for the 2020-21 school year.  

Click here for the Reopening Plan FAQ. 

 

In order to meet your needs and to provide important information,  

VASJ relies HEAVILY on email as a form of communication.  

It is VERY important for our students and families to check emails every day  

as things tend to change frequently  

while we navigate this school year during the pandemic. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Ir89jJk7KtvzDwUsppeblWBsffiOo8q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aON4MbBgZhfw4GGC1bLMc-n1KNX33enG/view?usp=sharing


REMINDER: DRESS CODE 
The dress code from now until the end of September will be FULL Viking dress down. This 

means the top outermost layer must be a Viking top (or school colors). Students are not 

required to wear dress code bottoms - they can wear shorts, jeans, etc. and shoes must have a 

CLOSED-BACK. 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT, RICHARD OSBORNE 
Dear Parents: 

 

Whatever else you might say about the limits on education in the pandemic era, there is no 

question that our vocabulary is expanding. In addition to new words and phrases we wish we 

never would have learned — coronavirus, super-spreader, shelter-in-place — some traditional 

concepts have taken on new and deeper meaning than ever before. 

 

The venerable old term that comes to mind as we welcome our students back into the building 

for their hybrid first quarter is “social contract.” The dictionary explains the phrase this way: 

 

An implicit agreement among the members of a society to cooperate for social benefits, for 

example by sacrificing some individual freedom for state protection.  

 

Turning from English to History class: 

 

Theories of a social contract became popular in the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries among 

theorists such as Thomas Hobbes, John Locke  and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, as a means of 

explaining the origin of government and the obligations of subjects. 

 

In 2020, the concept has come to govern how we behave with one another in public places. And 

its application is more explicit than implicit. At Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School, for example, 

it translates into specific rules: 

 

 



- Keep your mask on. 

- Maintain proper social distance. 

- Cough or sneeze (if you must) into your elbow. 

- Wash your hands. 

- If you’re sick, stay home. 

 

These and many other regulations we’ve put in place are all part of the social contract we have 

with one another — a modern application of the good old Golden Rule: “Do unto others as you 

would have them do unto you.” 

 

Keeping our social contract is a means by which we keep each other healthy. The directives are 

not designed for discipline so much as they are for safety. 

 

With that in mind, welcome to the 2020-21 school year. Let’s be good — and let’s stay well. 

 

FINALFORMS 
Students cannot attend VASJ without completed FinalForms. Students will be removed from 

classes and receive unexcused absences the week of September 8 until the parent has 

completed their FinalForms. These Powerschool accounts have also been disabled until 

further notice. Click here for FinalForms instructions.  

 

REGARDING LOCKS/LOCKERS 
The school will not accept responsibility for the theft of, or damage to, student’s articles, 

materials or personal property. Books and other belongings are to be kept in the lockers. 

Students are encouraged to keep lockers locked at all times. Lockers are to be kept neat and 

clean inside and outside and free of graffiti. Each student is assigned his/her own locker. 

Students must not share lockers or locker combinations. 

 

Each student must use a school-issued lock. The lock will be given to new students at their 

Orientation. No other lock will be permitted to be used. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Li6bCCHbU_8-FxBWtZlBKoRye2ZJZH9f/view?usp=sharing


LOCKER ISSUE FORM: Form is only accessible by student with VASJ email account. Click 

here. 

 

REGARDING ABSENCES 
When students will be absent from class, including on virtual learning days, a parent is required 

to notify VASJ. Kindly call the VASJ Attendance Line at extension 207 before 8 a.m. to report 

the absence and reason for absence.  

 

If (or when) students have technical issues, please call the attendance extension (207) and 

leave a message. This line is checked frequently during the day; teachers are notified of 

absences due to connectivity issues. 

 

If your child cannot be present in school, but could learn from home, please report that scenario 

to the attendance line. (This could happen if showing mild COVID-like symptoms or under 

quarantine.) 

 

When your child is absent due to a medical appointment or doctor order, a note on office 

letterhead and signed by the medical office must be submitted to VASJ the day of the student’s 

return to learning. (This is in addition to calling before absence to notify VASJ.) The note 

requirement  is due to absence tracking requirements set by the State of Ohio. The note can be 

emailed to mscheider@vasj.com. 

 

If you have questions please see the parent guide so you know who to contact. Click 

here for the parent guide. 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lEgBEe4M1_pcVIYShiMr6PWq4bPBKeATu6BrpGCBjGg/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lEgBEe4M1_pcVIYShiMr6PWq4bPBKeATu6BrpGCBjGg/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MQw1BK0pc17iaghGErcbpIPCE5hpNlir/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MQw1BK0pc17iaghGErcbpIPCE5hpNlir/view?usp=sharing


COVID-19 HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY AND 

EXPECTATIONS 

The welfare and health of the students and staff of Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School is our 

highest priority. As a result, and in accordance with the State of Ohio COVID-19 Health and 

Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools, all students will be expected to comply with the 

following policies and instructions, the purpose of which is to reduce the risk of exposure to 

COVID-19 and help prevent its spread. Please read this policy carefully and sign at the end to 

acknowledge that you have read and understand what is being expected of you and that you 

understand and assume the risks related to COVID-19 and returning to school. Any student who 

does not have a completed form will not be allowed to start back to school on September 8. 

Click here for link. 

 

FROM THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
WORK PERMITS: email jschubert@vasj.com 

 

POWERSCHOOL ISSUES: email powerschool@vasj.com  

Powerschool logins were distributed to new students this week.  

 

PARENT POWERSCHOOL ACCOUNTS: We are currently experiencing some technical issues 

occurring with current parent accounts and new account creation. Please bear with us as we 

continue to work through these problems.  

 

NEW VASJ GMAIL USERS: The school Gmail account is for student use only. It is monitored 

by the school and not to be shared with a parent. Please make it your student’s responsibility to 

follow the directions to access the account and seek assistance when necessary.  

 

SCHEDULE CHANGES: As of today, September 4, 2020, the Google form for schedule 

changes will be locked. If you submitted a request prior to September 4, PLEASE CHECK 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4fhDzOdQInAB-0FGMfRPnjiqI6yyOIdap36_jxrXCkOebLQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:jschubert@vasj.com
mailto:powerschool@vasj.com


YOUR EMAIL as all requests have been addressed and students have been contacted 

regarding changes. 

 

ALL new requests must go directly to the guidance counselors via email or phone call. 

 

Miss Jones ~ cjones@vasj.com  A-M 

ext. 204 

 

Ms. Marx ~ mmarx@vasj.com  N-Z 

ext 231 

 

COLLEGE COUNSELING 
Thinking about college? Here's your chance to hear firsthand from those-in-the-know at 

hundreds of colleges and universities nearby, across the country, and around the world. 

 

How? Attend a NACAC Virtual College Fair! 

 

See the schedule and sign up at virtualcollegefairs.org. 

 

FROM THE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
 

We continue to follow the CDC, ODH and OHSAA guidelines/recommendations. The physical 

and mental safety of our student-athletes is the priority. 

- If a student-athlete(s) is not feeling well, stay home.  

- Masks need to be worn upon arrival AND departure of practice. If student-athletes do not 

come in a mask, they will be sent home. 

- Please bring your own water bottles; No sharing is permitted 

 

GAME DAY INFORMATION: 
Please review the VASJ Athletic Department’s Visitor guide. Click here! 

 

http://virtualcollegefairs.org./
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dfcQrX-oh_5C7M0TXvWk0gOv9T-FeebT/view?usp=sharing


ATHLETIC EVENT TICKETS: 
For tickets to athletic events, follow the below instructions. Note: Due to capacity limitations, 

general admission is only available for home Varsity football games only. 

Go to: www.vasjvikings.com/tickets 

Select: Date & Level of game 

Purchase! 

 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS 

Due to the current situation parent volunteer opportunities will be limited. Please check the 

website for any updates. 

 

FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE 
REMINDER TO ALL SENIORS: You will NOT BE PERMITTED TO START THIS SCHOOL 

YEAR without your second (2nd) meningococcal vaccine. A confirmation from your doctor’s 

office must be given to the school nurse as proof the vaccination was given. If you have any 

questions, please contact Anna Battista at 216-481-8414 ext. 212 or email her at 

abattista@vasj.com. 

 

FRESHMEN (AND TRANSFER STUDENTS) IMMUNIZATIONS: All incoming freshmen and 

transfer students are required to provide a copy of their immunization records. Please send a 

copy to the school nurse, Anna Battista, at abattista@vasj.com or drop them off to the school. 

You can drop off paperwork during school hours and leave them in the red lockbox located 

outside the principal’s office. 

 

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE 

All outstanding balances for the 19-20 school year need to be taken care of or arrangements 

made with the Business office. If arrangements are not made, your child will be excluded from 

school and all activities. Appointments are required if you need to come in to discuss your 

students account.  Financial contracts and registration fees are due. Monthly tuition payments 

http://www.vasjvikings.com/tickets
mailto:abattista@vasj.com
mailto:abattista@vasj.com


have started, please be sure you have completed your FACTS tuition payment account setup if 

you have not done so. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact Katie Oriani in the Business Office 

at 216-481-8414 ext. 240 or koriani@vasj.com. Katie will try to return calls within 48 business 

hours; however, it may be a little longer around statement mailing dates and exclusion times. 

 

VASJ PICTURE DAY 

Picture day has been postponed due to the first day of school being pushed back. We will notify 

you of the new date as soon as information is available. 

 

FROM THE CAFETERIA 

WELCOME BACK TO THE VASJ CAFETERIA: Click here for flyer. 

VASJ BREAKFAST: Click here for more information. 

VASJ CAFETERIA MENUS: 

Week 1: Click here 

Week 2: Click here 

FREE / REDUCED LUNCH PROGRAM: Any student who was eligible for the free/reduced 

lunch program last school year and attended a Catholic school in the area will be eligible for free 

or reduced lunch through the month of September. Please check in the cafeteria to see if you 

qualify. You must fill out a new application form (available in the cafeteria) and be approved by 

October 1, 2020, in order to be eligible for the remainder of the 2020-21 school year. 

We will be utilizing a Point of Sale System (POS) rather than the use of lunch tickets. The POS 

system will allow for students to upload or prepay amounts on their account. Students will then 

scan their Student ID Badge into the Point of Sale System to access their accounts. Unless you 

utilize the prepayment method, the cafeteria accepts payments in cash only with no refunds. To 

reduce the risk of spreading Covid-19 any change due will go onto their student lunch account. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12E8QIUwjWIgobMsrrGINtO2PhyQi_zDm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17Xznq0f1mv0KdlDJu1HimuZihNnShunB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13vL9HJrESbu7eluHV7zzZ8O9COEAXStS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tz4I4Df0aATdp839jHnXpQtXCkF1vJ8M/view?usp=sharing


Daily menus will be posted on the VASJ website. 

Click here for the free/reduced lunch application. 

Click here for Pay School Central (setting up your account) information. 

STUDENT TAKE HOME MEALS: ANY STUDENT WHO DID NOT PICK UP THEIR MEALS 

TODAY FOR NEXT WEEK CAN DO SO ANY DAY NEXT WEEK. The cost per lunch is 

$3.25, free students pay nothing and reduced students pay 45 cents. 

 

VASJ PARKING 
Parents and visitors are reminded that if they need to park for school business between the 

hours of 7 to 8 a.m., they are to park in the MAIN LOT in the spots closest to E. 185th Street 

facing Euclid Hospital (near the recycle bins). All other parking spots are assigned and reserved 

for faculty, staff, and students. VASJ reserves the right to tow any car illegally parked at the 

owner’s expense. 

 

After School Parking: THE FRONT DRIVE (FACING LAKESHORE) IS NOT TO BE USED 

FROM 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. FOR STUDENT PICK-UP BY PARENTS OR RELATIVES. This area is 

reserved for the use of VASJ transportation vans. 

  

Parents (relatives/friends, etc.) are NOT permitted to park in the curb lane on Lakeshore Blvd. in 

front of the school. Please notice that there are NO PARKING and NO STOPPING signs that 

run from E. 185th Street past the school property. These violations cause two issues: parked 

cars block the line of sight of the VASJ vans exiting the crescent drive, and the blocked curb 

lane forces the two lanes of traffic into one lane, adding to the safety concerns of pedestrians 

and our students. You are permitted to park in the crescent drive west of the school which is 

Hospice property. The Cleveland Police Department has requested our cooperation in this 

matter. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RLCHjLerRgSxMoQSdACwdnZzhlcy1d1H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f3Fqz8_-uuDckgF3QG0iCZr5dPq74qNQ/view?usp=sharing


STUDENT PARKING 

Parking permits will be available to purchase for students who drive to school. Students will not 

have assigned parking spots; however, the parking lot will be checked daily. Any student-driver 

without a sticker will risk having their car towed. Due to the amount of days students will be in 

the building, parking passes (THIS YEAR ONLY) will be $20 (new fee). A form must be 

completed by a parent or guardian and turned in along with the $20 to Mrs. Fischbach in the 

principal’s office. Forms are available in the principal’s office or click here. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS  
If the school is closed unexpectedly, we will notify the media and you will see the name Villa 

Angela-St. Joseph High School. You will also receive a call through the Swift K12 Notification System 

to notify you of any school closings. Closings will also be noted on the VASJ website (vasj.com). 

 

OARSMAN CLAMBAKE 

Due to the circumstances surrounding COVID-19, we regret to inform our Viking community that 

the Oarsmen will not be hosting their annual clambake this year. We greatly appreciate the 

support of the clambake in years’ past. 

While we can't gather in person this year, the Oarsmen have announced a virtual 50/50 raffle, 

with proceeds to benefit VASJ! 

Tickets for the Oarsmen Clambake virtual 50/50 raffle are now live. Tickets will be available for 

purchase until Friday, Oct. 30 at midnight. Three winning tickets will be selected by random 

draw on Friday, Nov. 6. The grand prize winner will receive 70% of the 50/50 total, second place 

will receive 20% and third place will receive 10%. 

Winners will be contacted directly and later announced on our VASJ website and social media 

accounts. 

Visit vasj.com/oarsmenclambake for more information and to buy your tickets today! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nxLnpkihByGJTXfU2PXSKcnKYJunmsqC/view?usp=sharing
http://www.vasj.com/
https://vasj.com/oarsmenclambake


 

VIKING NEWS  

VIKING REFLECTIONS: FOOTBALL COACH, MUSP DIRECTOR ELVIS GRBAC ’88: 

 As I reflect on the last few days and weeks, I am full of 

sorrow and confusion about what has been transpiring in our 

country. What is going on? What are the right answers? How 

can I help? What can I do to make a difference? I am trying 

to understand what has gone wrong, where did I/we make 

the wrong turn. But as I reflect back on a relationship — a 

friendship that was and is — I am filled with hope and love.  

Let me tell you about a friendship between Desmond Howard 

and myself. Des and I both attended St. Joseph High School back in the late ’80s. We were two 

young athletes gifted at playing multiple sports, and we both had a desire to be great. Obviously, 

there was a difference in skin color, but no difference in why and how we wanted to be 

successful. Des and I began to trust one another, talk with each other, and understand and 

respect each other's backgrounds. Our friendship grew over time and sports played a big part in 

all of it. 

Click here for full story. 

GET TO KNOW: ASHEN WARD '08: 

Ashen Ward Sr. is a 2008 graduate of Villa Angela-St. 

Joseph High School. During his time at VASJ, Ashen 

maintained a 3.8 GPA, was captain of the men’s varsity 

basketball team, and was named the Division III Player of 

the Year in 2007 and First Team All-Ohio in 2008. 

Following VASJ, Ashen continued his academic and athletic 

career at Youngstown State University. His achievements on 

the court earned him a Division I scholarship as well as the 

title of team captain and the Bill Daley Leadership Award in 

https://vasj.com/news/viking-reflections-football-coach-musp-director-elvis-grbac-88


2011 and 2012. Ashen holds a bachelor’s degree in special education from YSU and a master’s 

degree in educational administration from Cleveland State University. 

Ashen worked as an intervention specialist at Orange High School for the last seven years and 

coached basketball for eight years, now entering the fourth serving as head coach. In the spring 

of 2020, Ashen was named head coach of the VASJ men’s basketball program. Previously, he 

served as assistant coach for the VASJ basketball teams that won the state championship in 

2015 and 2017. 

Click here for full story. 

https://vasj.com/news/ashenward

