
 

September 25, 2020 

____________________________________________________ 
 

IMPORTANT: 
 

STUDENTS WILL NEED TO BE IN FULL UNIFORM 

BEGINNING MONDAY, OCTOBER 5. 
 

DUE TO THE CURRENT COVID-19 REGULATIONS,  

THE 2020 HOMECOMING DANCE  

HAS BEEN CANCELLED. 

____________________________________________________ 
 

In order to meet your needs and to provide important information,  

VASJ relies HEAVILY on email as a form of communication.  

It is VERY important for our students and families to check emails every day,  

as things tend to change frequently while we navigate this school year  

during the pandemic. 

____________________________________________________ 

 



A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

VASJ will be continuing the hybrid model for the second quarter of the 2020-21 school year. As 

we mentioned in our reopening plan, now that the first quarter is coming to a close, we are 

asking you once again to choose the educational option for your child. The choices remain the 

same as they were for the first quarter (5 days remote learning or 2 days in / 3 days out hybrid 

model). For those students in special education, the special education department will be 

contacting you as they did for the first quarter.  

Please fill out the form (link below) no later than Wednesday, September 30.  Any changes that 

you indicate below will go into effect on Monday, October 19 - the first day of the second 

grading period. 

Click here for form. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES DURING DISTANCE 

LEARNING DAYS 
 

Parents please be aware that during times of remote learning 

students should have their cameras up and running so that teachers 

can see them to take attendance.  
 

Log in to first period class BEFORE 8 a.m. When you end one class, log into the Zoom session 

for the next class immediately and check Google Classroom. Set an alarm for classes that take 

place after a study hall or lunch. The daily schedule can be accessed here.  

 

If there are Wi-Fi or internet connection issues: 

- The student should have Google Classroom downloaded on their mobile device, if possible, 

and immediately access.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdghAO9XwAfxIkfc2PL2n43qZLSeb9ljwihqkTi_vFzdxEpyQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://vasj.com/documents/2020/8/VIKING%20DAY.pdf


- The student should immediately call the main office (ext. 146) or attendance line (ext. 207) 

alerting us of the issue.  

- If the issue happens in the middle of a class or right before a class, the student should email 

the teacher or send a message on Google Classroom, if possible, through their mobile 

device. If that is not an option, students should call the school at the numbers above.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

PICTURE DAY 

All students will be photographed for IDs, the yearbook, and the senior wall composite on 

Wednesday, October 28 or Thursday, October 29. The option to purchase a package is 

available and the picture order form is attached in this newsletter (you may also click here). If 

you order online you will get more variety of options and can sign up for the My Family Rewards 

Program. ALL STUDENTS are permitted to dress up on October 28 or 29 (these are not  Viking 

Dress Down Days). Jeans, tennis shoes, flip flops, tight clothing, leggings, and 

sleeveless/strapless tops are among the items not permitted. Those students who are 

virtual-only learners may come to school on either October 28 or 29 between 7:45 a.m. - 2:30 

p.m. for photos. Virtual-only learners are not required to attend one of these days. Retake days 

are scheduled in December. If you choose not to come in we will use last year's photo for 

student ID’s and yearbook. 

Please click here for more information. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

VIRTUAL PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES: OCTOBER 2 
In order to adhere to the safety procedures we have in place for students, teachers, staff, and 

visitors, we will be holding Parent-Teacher conferences virtually. 

 

In order to put a face with a name and better understand expectations of the courses your child 

is in, a video introduction of each faculty member has been posted to the VASJ website. These 

videos will be brief introductions to the teacher and expectations of the course(s) he/she is 

teaching this year. 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CZeVWP6gOexLPd3V0CxJz3wGBbsuODRr/view?usp=sharing


Parents will still be invited to have a virtual conference with teachers. Each teacher will have 

available time slots on Friday October 2. Teachers will email out an invitation to sign up for a 

time slot for that teacher. Teachers will then create a Zoom session and invite the parent to the 

Zoom session for that time. We ask all parents to enter those Zooms sessions using their name 

and not a ‘screen name’ or ‘nickname.’ Finally, since this format takes more time and is more 

labor intensive than the traditional parent-teacher conference format, we ask that you limit your 

request for a virtual meeting to only those teachers whose class you feel your child is not 

performing to expectations. Also, for any other inquiries we ask you simply email the teacher. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

REPORTING ABSENCES 
When students will be absent from class, including on virtual learning days, a parent is 

required to notify VASJ. Kindly call the VASJ Attendance Line at ext. 207 before 8 a.m. to report 

the absence and reason for absence.  

 

If (or when) students have technical issues, please call the attendance line (ext. 207) and leave 

a message. This line is checked frequently during the day; teachers are notified of absences 

due to connectivity issues. 

 

If your child is showing mild COVID-19-like symptoms or is under quarantine and cannot attend 

in-person learning but could be present for his/her Zoom sessions, please report that scenario 

to the attendance line (ext. 207) before 8 a.m. Attending virtually when expected to be 
present should only be used when experiencing COVID-like symptoms or under 
quarantine. Any other reasons, including to avoid a tardy, are not valid reasons to attend 

virtually on a scheduled in-person day.  

 

When your child is absent due to a medical appointment or doctor order, a note on the office 

letterhead and signed by the medical office must be submitted to VASJ the day of the student’s 

return to learning. (This is in addition to calling before absence to notify VASJ.) The note 

requirement  is due to absence tracking requirements set by the State of Ohio. The note can be 

emailed to mscheider@vasj.com. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:mscheider@vasj.com


MORNING BUILDING OPENING TIME 

Effective Monday, September 14, the VASJ cafeteria will no longer open at 6:45 a.m. for early 

student drop-offs. It will now open at 7 a.m. Please plan accordingly. We apologize for any 

inconvenience. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

CAFETERIA NEWS 
Beginning Monday, September 21, the cafeteria is offering ALL students a free breakfast and 

lunch! Certain items are still payable (i.e., soda, ice cream, chips) but the meal itself is free! 

CAFETERIA MENU: Week of September 28 

FREE / REDUCED LUNCH PROGRAM: Any student who was eligible for the free/reduced 

lunch program last school year and attended a Catholic school in the area will be eligible for free 

or reduced lunch through the month of September. Please check in the cafeteria to see if you 

qualify. You must fill out a new application form (available in the cafeteria) and be approved by 

October 1, 2020, in order to be eligible for the remainder of the 2020-21 school year. 

We will be utilizing a Point of Sale System (POS) rather than the use of lunch tickets. The POS 

system will allow for students to upload or prepay amounts on their account. Students will then 

scan their Student ID Badge into the Point of Sale System to access their accounts. Unless you 

utilize the prepayment method, the cafeteria accepts payments in cash only with no refunds. To 

reduce the risk of spreading Covid-19 any change due will go onto their student lunch account. 

Daily menus will be posted on the VASJ website. 

Click here for the free/reduced lunch application. 

Click here for Pay School Central (setting up your account) information. 

STUDENT TAKE HOME MEALS: ANY STUDENT WHO DID NOT PICK UP THEIR MEALS 

TODAY FOR NEXT WEEK CAN DO SO ANY DAY NEXT WEEK. The cost per lunch is 

$3.25, free students pay nothing and reduced students pay 45 cents. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wmbe--v4_yGumtmlTvVgqt1kD9-CsOHx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RLCHjLerRgSxMoQSdACwdnZzhlcy1d1H/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f3Fqz8_-uuDckgF3QG0iCZr5dPq74qNQ/view?usp=sharing


A Students can pick up meals on Monday for Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. 

B Students can pick up meals on Tuesday for Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

C Students can pick up meals on Tuesday for Friday. 

D Students can pick up meals on Friday for the whole week. 

Pick up time is from 1 - 3 p.m. 

In-person learning students received yellow papers with a barcode. This barcode is scanned 

every day when students purchase lunch.  If your child misplaced this card, your child should 

email Mrs. Scheider at mscheider@vasj.com. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

TRACK CHANGE 
If you wish to change your child to ALL VIRTUAL learning, you may do so at any time during 

the quarter. Please note that once changed to ALL VIRTUAL, you will remain virtual through 

the end of the quarter. To change to ALL VIRTUAL, call Megan Scheider at ext. 140. 

 

FROM THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
WORK PERMITS: Email jschubert@vasj.com 

 

POWERSCHOOL ISSUES: Email powerschool@vasj.com  

 
STUDENT SCHEDULES: The deadline for course changes has past- no further changes can 

be made. 

 

PARENT POWERSCHOOL ACCOUNTS: Instructions on creating a NEW parent Powerschool 

account were sent on Wednesday, September 16. Two separate emails were sent: one 

instructional email and one password-protected email with Access IDs and Passwords specific 

to your student(s), which will link them to your parent account. Parents who require assistance 

mailto:jschubert@vasj.com
mailto:powerschool@vasj.com


with previous accounts should use the auto-recovery username/password feature on the 

Powerschool sign-in page or email powerschool@vasj.com.  

 
KNOW YOUR STUDENT’S COUNSELOR: We are available for all students and parents, 

including virtual track. Email or call us: 

 

Ms. Jones ~ cjones@vasj.com (ext. 204) - Student last name A-M. 

Ms. Marx ~ mmarx@vasj.com (ext. 231) - Student last name N-Z. 

 

FINALFORMS ERRORS 
 

Only LEGAL GUARDIANS are to be entered as “Primary Contact” or “Additional Contact” on 

the student’s “Contact Info” form. If you selected the custodial status “one biological parent has 

legal custody” you cannot enter another family member/contact in this area! Please remember it 

is your responsibility to maintain updated information in FinalForms. Log in to review and 

change information as necessary. For assistance please email dfischbach@vasj.com. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
 

*Please check the VASJ website for the most up-to-date postings of athletic events 

 

We continue to follow the CDC, ODH and OHSAA guidelines/recommendations. The physical 

and mental safety of our student-athletes is the priority. 

- If a student-athlete(s) is not feeling well, stay home.  

- Masks need to be worn upon arrival AND departure of practice. If student-athletes do not 

come in a mask, they will be sent home. 

- Please bring your own water bottles; No sharing is permitted 

 

GAME DAY INFORMATION: 
Please review the VASJ Athletic Department’s Visitor guide. Click here! 

 
 

mailto:powerschool@vasj.com
mailto:cjones@vasj.com
mailto:mmarx@vasj.com
mailto:dfischbach@vasj.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dfcQrX-oh_5C7M0TXvWk0gOv9T-FeebT/view?usp=sharing


ATHLETIC EVENT TICKETS: 
For tickets to athletic events, follow the below instructions. Note: Due to capacity limitations, 

general admission is only available for home Varsity football games only. 

Go to: www.vasjvikings.com/tickets 

Select: Date & Level of game 

Purchase! 

 

COLLEGE COUNSELING 
Thinking about college? Here's your chance to hear firsthand from those-in-the-know at 

hundreds of colleges and universities nearby, across the country, and around the world. 

 

How? Attend a NACAC Virtual College Fair!  See the schedule and sign up at 

virtualcollegefairs.org. 

 

Lakeland Community College is proud to be joining the Ohio Association for College 

Admission Counseling (OACAC) and StriveScan for a Virtual College Exploration. 
Lakeland’s presentation dates and times are: 

● Wednesday, September 30, at 9 a.m. 
● Thursday, November 5, at 7 p.m. 

 

Please share this information with your students so they can join this virtual event from your 

campus or home. 

 

We will be discussing our admissions process, financial aid, student support services, campus 

activities, and more. 

 

This virtual event replaces the Lake County Fall College Fair for 2020. Counselors, students 

and parents are all welcome to attend either of these virtual events. Registration link: 

https://app.strivescan.com/students?id=3231 

 

 

http://www.vasjvikings.com/tickets
http://virtualcollegefairs.org./
https://app.strivescan.com/students?id=3231


ARMY ROTC offers generous merit based scholarships to qualified students. They can defray 

the full cost of tuition, and provide additional tax-free allowances for books, supplies, equipment, 

and necessary fees.   Seniors can check College and Scholarship classrooms for more 

information. https://www.goarmy.com/rotc/find-schools.html 

 

REMINDER: DRESS CODE 
The dress code from now until the end of September will be FULL Viking dress down. This 

means the top outermost layer must be a Viking top (or SOLID school colors - blue, red, white, 

or black). Students are not required to wear dress code bottoms — they can wear shorts, jeans 

(not ripped/torn), etc. — and shoes must have a CLOSED BACK. 

 

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE 

Appointments are required if you need to come in to discuss your student's account. 

You should be making your monthly tuition payments through Facts. If not, please be sure you 

go onto Facts and set that up ASAP.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please 

contact Katie Oriani in the Business Office at 216-481-8414 ext. 240 or koriani@vasj.com. Katie 

will try to return calls within 48 business hours; however, it may be a little longer around 

statement mailing dates and exclusion times. 

 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS 

Due to the current situation regarding COVID-19, parent volunteer opportunities will be limited. 

Please check the website for any updates. 

 

LOCKER ISSUES 

Any issues with your child’s locker should be emailed to Mr. Erzen at terzen@vasj.com. 

 

https://www.goarmy.com/rotc/find-schools.html


2019-20 VASJ YEARBOOKS 

The 2019-2020 yearbooks are in!  If your student ordered one last year and they are an A or B 

student, please have them stop by Mrs. Grai's room (213) to pick it up.  If your student is Track 

D (virtual), they should have received an email from Mrs. Grai explaining the pick up procedure. 

If your student would like to purchase a yearbook, they are $60, while supplies last.  If you have 

any questions, please email Mrs. Grai at mgrai@vasj.com.  

 

2020-21 VASJ YEARBOOKS 

Order your yearbook now! Click here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mgrai@vasj.com
http://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A06353200


P-EBT CARDS: SECOND ROUND SUBMITTED 
Recently announced, the U.S. Department of Agriculture is providing a second-round distribution of 

the Pandemic-Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) program. This second round is only available to 

students who previously qualified for free/reduced lunch. Eligible days include ONLY those when 

remote learning occurred for at least five consecutive days between the dates August 1 and 

September 30, 2020. These have been submitted to the appropriate source. Should any additional 

information become available it will be noted here in the Parent Newsletter.  

 

VASJ PARKING 
Parents and visitors are reminded that if they need to park for school business between the 

hours of 7 to 8 a.m., they are to park in the MAIN LOT in the spots closest to E. 185th Street 

facing Euclid Hospital (near the recycle bins). All other parking spots are assigned and reserved 

for faculty, staff, and students. VASJ reserves the right to tow any car illegally parked at the 

owner’s expense. 

 

After School Parking: THE FRONT DRIVE (FACING LAKESHORE) IS NOT TO BE USED 

FROM 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. FOR STUDENT PICK-UP BY PARENTS OR RELATIVES. This area is 

reserved for the use of VASJ transportation vans. 

  

Parents (relatives/friends, etc.) are NOT permitted to park in the curb lane on Lakeshore Blvd. in 

front of the school. Please notice that there are NO PARKING and NO STOPPING signs that 

run from E. 185th Street past the school property. These violations cause two issues: parked 

cars block the line of sight of the VASJ vans exiting the crescent drive, and the blocked curb 

lane forces the two lanes of traffic into one lane, adding to the safety concerns of pedestrians 

and our students. You are permitted to park in the crescent drive west of the school which is 

Hospice property. The Cleveland Police Department has requested our cooperation in this 

matter. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 



STUDENT PARKING 

Parking permits will be available to purchase for students who drive to school. Students will not 

have assigned parking spots; however, the parking lot will be checked daily. Any student-driver 

without a sticker will risk having their car towed. Due to the amount of days students will be in 

the building, parking passes (THIS YEAR ONLY) will be $20 (new fee). A form must be 

completed by a parent or guardian and turned in along with the $20 to Mrs. Fischbach in the 

principal’s office. Forms are available in the principal’s office or click here. 

 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS  
If the school is closed unexpectedly, we will notify the media and you will see the name Villa 

Angela-St. Joseph High School. You will also receive a call through the Swift K12 Notification System 

to notify you of any school closings. Closings will also be noted on the VASJ website (vasj.com). 

 

OARSMAN CLAMBAKE 

Due to the circumstances surrounding COVID-19, we regret to inform our Viking community that 

the Oarsmen will not be hosting their annual clambake this year. We greatly appreciate the 

support of the clambake in years’ past. 

While we can't gather in person this year, the Oarsmen have announced a virtual 50/50 raffle, 

with proceeds to benefit VASJ! 

Tickets for the Oarsmen Clambake virtual 50/50 raffle are now live. Tickets will be available for 

purchase until Friday, October 30 at midnight. Three winning tickets will be selected by random 

draw on Friday, November 6. The grand prize winner will receive 70% of the 50/50 total, second 

place will receive 20% and third place will receive 10%. 

Winners will be contacted directly and later announced on our VASJ website and social media 

accounts. 

Visit vasj.com/oarsmenclambake for more information and to buy your tickets today! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nxLnpkihByGJTXfU2PXSKcnKYJunmsqC/view?usp=sharing
http://www.vasj.com/
https://vasj.com/oarsmenclambake


 

If you have questions please see the parent guide  

so you know who to contact.  

Click here for the parent guide. 
 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MQw1BK0pc17iaghGErcbpIPCE5hpNlir/view?usp=sharing

