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July 2020 
 

From the Principal 
 

Hello Viking Families: 

 

Click here for the VASJ reopening plan for the 2020-21 school year. We will keep you updated if anything 

changes. 

 

VASJ Summer Office Hours 
 

The building will be open from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Monday through Thursday for DROP OFF purposes 

only. Due to COVID many staff members are working from home. Email the department to set up an 

appointment. Click here for the parent guide. 

 

Masks are REQUIRED when entering the building. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Ir89jJk7KtvzDwUsppeblWBsffiOo8q/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r_8aMRjaoQESFRLzFDdJ-4Tyvto_X9cY/view?usp=sharing


 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear VASJ Family: 

 

As each of us deals with the many complications caused by the “new normal” — 

realizing, of course, that there is nothing at all “normal” about these strange times 

— it could be easy to lose sight of the matters that are truly essential in our lives. It 

is a danger to which we will not fall victim at Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School. 

 

Recently, I was talking about all this with my good friend (and boss), Amy Butler, associate superintendent 

for secondary schools for the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland. Amy remarked that it is both ironic and fitting 

that our global challenges are occurring in 2020, a year that conjures an image of perfect 20/20 vision. 

 

On one hand, it can be argued that this year there is anything but clarity of vision in education. Social 

distancing, hygiene protocols, temperature checks — all are terms and concepts to which we paid scant 

attention only a few months ago. Now they are part of the culture. 

 

On the other hand, the pandemic has brought the essential character of VASJ and other Catholic schools into 

sharper focus than ever before. We do what we do —- including instituting extensive health and safety 

procedures in response to the crisis — because our essential character contains not only the arts and sciences, 

but the values and responsibilities that are connected to them. 

 

No sooner had I had this conversation with Amy than I came to school and found our campus ministers, 

director Brianna Wilson and assistant director Christin Coughlin, busy at work in the faculty lounge preparing 

materials for our students’ return. These two dedicated teachers — both teach English as well as coordinate 

activities designed to enhance the spiritual life of the school — are models of the essential character of VASJ. 

 

You can be assured that they, along with each of their colleagues on the faculty, in the administration and 

throughout the staff, have a clarity of vision they will bring to your student this year with all the passion, love, 

determination, care and dedication that inspired you to become part of the VASJ family back when 

“pandemic” was just a word. 



 

 

No pandemic will ever fog our vision, or diminish it. If anything, we will keep our eyes on the prize this year 

like no other year. That is our solemn promise. 

 

Sincerely, 

Richard Osborne 

President  

 

Final Forms Must Be Completed Before You 

Receive Your Schedule 
 

The FinalForms online program is used by the school to obtain necessary and critical student and family 

information. Legal guardians are required to review and update their information at least annually, prior 

to the beginning of each school year. You may begin completing your final forms now.  NOTE: The 

formsets have been changed this year. Additional information may be required- please allow extra time 

and read all pages carefully. Click here for Final Forms instructions.  

 

Also, please remember to “add activities” for any sport your child plans to participate in. 

 

If you think the school may not have your most updated email address on record, please contact 

jschubert@vasj.com with your new email address. New families will be contacted through the email 

address given at registration- if this email address has recently changed, please contact 

jschubert@vasj.com.  

 

School Supply List 
 

Teachers will inform their students of supplies needed on the first day of classes. Students should come to 

school on August 31 with basic note-taking supplies: pencils, pens, college-ruled paper, and/or notebook.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Li6bCCHbU_8-FxBWtZlBKoRye2ZJZH9f/view?usp=sharing
mailto:jschubert@vasj.com
mailto:jschubert@vasj.com


 

First Day of School 
  

The 2020-21 school year officially begins on Monday, August 31 at 8 a.m. (The cafeteria will be open 

for student drop-offs as early as 6:45 a.m.). 

REGARDING LOCKS/LOCKERS: The school will not accept responsibility for the theft of, or 

damage to, student’s articles, materials or personal property. Books and other belongings are to be kept 

in the lockers. Students are encouraged to keep lockers locked at all times. Lockers are to be kept neat 

and clean inside and outside, and free of graffiti. Each student is assigned his/her own locker. Students 

must not share lockers or locker combinations. 

Each student must use a school-issued lock. The lock will be given to the students at Freshman 

Orientation. No other lock will be permitted to be used. 

 

School Closings 
  

If the school is closed unexpectedly we will notify the media and you will see the name Villa Angela-St. 

Joseph High School. You will also receive a call through the Swift K12 Notification System to notify you of 

any school closings. Closings will also be noted on the VASJ website (vasj.com). 

 

From the Math Department 
  

The math department will issue TI-84 graphing calculators to all students. There is no charge for the 

calculator, unless a student damages it or fails to return it at the end of the academic year. 
 

From the School Nurse 

REMINDER TO ALL SENIORS: 

  

You will NOT BE PERMITTED TO START THIS SCHOOL YEAR without your second (2nd) 

meningococcal vaccine. A confirmation from your doctor’s office must be given to the school nurse as 



 

proof the vaccination was given. This document must be turned in to the school nurse before your 

student receives their schedule. If you have any questions, please contact Anna Battista at ext. 212 or 

email her at abattista@vasj.com. 

 

FRESHMEN (AND TRANSFER STUDENTS) IMMUNIZATIONS: In order to begin the 2020-21 

school year, all incoming freshmen and transfer students are required to provide a copy of their 

immunization records. Please send a copy to the school nurse, Anna Battista at abattista@vasj.com, or 

drop them off to the school. We are open 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Monday through Thursday (for drop-offs only) 

and you can leave them in the red lockbox located outside the principal’s office.  

 

Scholarships 

SCHOLARSHIPS (EdChoice, Cleveland, Jon Peterson, Autism) 

Award letters will be mailed to your home in the coming weeks. Upon receiving, please sign the 

ACCEPTANCE LETTER and return it to VASJ promptly. You can drop it off or email a picture of the 

signed form to mscheider@vasj.com. 

If there is something needed to complete your scholarship application, you will be contacted by either 

VASJ or the Ohio Department of Education.  

From the Business Office 

  

The 2020-21 school year is fast approaching. Please make sure that ALL balances from the 2019-20 school 

year are in good standing. Financial contracts, registration fees, and scholarship acceptance letters are due 

before school starts. Monthly tuition payments start in August, please be sure you have completed your 

FACTS tuition payment account setup. 

  

Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact Katie Oriani in the Business Office at 216-481-

8414, ext. 240 or koriani@vasj.com. Katie will try to return calls within 48 business hours; however, it may 

be a little longer around statement mailing dates and exclusion times. 

mailto:abattista@vasj.com


 

  

It is our goal to resolve all issues in order for each and every student to have a positive start to the new school 

year. 

 

Swift K12 Notification System 
  

Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School will continue to use the Swift K12 Notification System for parent 

contacts and notifications of both emergency and non-emergency natures. New parents will receive more 

information at New Parent Orientation Night. 

 

Schedule Release and Virtual Drop-In Days 

*NOTE: This is for returning students only in grades 10, 11 and 12. Ninth graders and transfer students 

will receive their schedules at another time. However, new families ARE encouraged to complete their 

FInalForms now! 

 

For health/safety reasons, the procedure for schedule release will be as follows:   

- The Powerschool portal will reopen on August 10. Schedules will be released 

ELECTRONICALLY within Powerschool’s student/parent portal on that day ONLY IF: 

1. Your tuition account is in good standing AND 

2. The parent portion of FinalForms has been completed.  

 

NO paper schedules will be distributed.  

Student Powerschool login assistance: powerschool@vasj.com.  

Parent Powerschool login assistance: Use link on Powerschool login page to reset username/password. 

(If you never had a parent account previously DO NOT try to create one yourself.) 

FinalForms assistance: Go to vasj.com, “Parent” link, top right of page. 

 

Families will be notified of the reason their student’s schedule is being withheld. Once the reason for the 

“hold” has been satisfied, the schedule will be released (electronically) the next business day.  

 

mailto:powerschool@vasj.com


 

A Google form will be distributed to students in order to submit scheduling issues/questions 

electronically. The counselors will begin working on these submissions the week of August 17.  

 

From the Athletic Department 

Important Dates: 

- Saturday August 1, 2020 - Official Fall Practices Begin. Contact the coaches below for specific  

practice details. 

- Wednesday August 5, 2020 - Virtual OHSAA Fall Sports Parents Meeting available. 

- Wednesday August 19, 2020 - Fall Sports Picture Day, time TBA 

 

Fall Sports Offered: 

*Beginning August 1 - November 

Football: Head Coach, Elvis Grbac - egrbac@vasj.com 

Women's Volleyball: Head Coach, Liz Sellers - WomensVolleyball@vasj.com 

Men's Soccer: Head Coach, Joe Mastrantoni - MensSoccer@vasj.com 

Women's Soccer: Head Coach, Dan Kempert - WomensSoccer@vasj.com 

Golf: Head Coach, Brian Dunmire - Golf@vasj.com 

Cross Country: Head Coaches, Ray Reed & Celeste Felder- XCTF@vasj.com 

Cheerleading: Head Coach, Jamie Roberts - Cheerleading@vasj.com 

Athletics Department (General Inquiry): Athletics@vasj.com 

 

Email Is Critical 

Whether you use a personal or work email for school communications, this is an extremely important tool for 

all VASJ families. We ask that you check your email regularly as we send out important information on a 

regular basis. For example, the parent newsletter goes out weekly and is full of essential details regarding our 

students and school. Therefore, please make sure that we have a current and accurate email to use for our 

mailto:egrbac@vasj.com
mailto:WomensVolleyball@vasj.com
mailto:MensSoccer@vasj.com
mailto:WomensSoccer@vasj.com
mailto:Golf@vasj.com
mailto:XCTF@vasj.com
mailto:Cheerleading@vasj.com
mailto:Athletics@vasj.com


 

system. Please contact Jill Schubert at jschubert@vasj.com with any changes or additions to your email 

address, mailing/home address, and phone numbers. 

 

RTA Bus Passes 
 

In order to be eligible to receive an RTA bus pass, you must reside in Cleveland at a distance of one mile or 

greater from the school. If you are eligible and would like to get a bus pass, please contact Mrs. Miller in the 

main office no later than Friday, August 9. 

  

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Miller at 216-481-8414 ext. 244 or nmiller@vasj.com.  

From the Cafeteria 

 

FREE / REDUCED LUNCH PROGRAM: Any student who was eligible for the free/reduced lunch program 

last school year and attended a Catholic school in the area will be eligible for free or reduced lunch through 

the month of September. Please check in the cafeteria to see if you qualify. You must fill out a new 

application form (available in the cafeteria) and be approved by October 1, 2020, in order to be eligible for 

the remainder of the 2020-21 school year. 

 

We will be utilizing a Point of Sale System (POS) rather than the use of lunch tickets. The POS system will 

allow for students to upload or prepay amounts on their account. Students will then scan their Student ID 

Badge into the Point of Sale System to access their accounts. Unless you utilize the prepayment method, the 

cafeteria accepts payments in cash only with no refunds. To reduce the risk of spreading Covid-19 any 

change due will go onto their student lunch account. 

 

Daily menus will be posted on the VASJ website. 

Click here for the free/reduced lunch application. 

 

 

mailto:nmiller@vasj.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RLCHjLerRgSxMoQSdACwdnZzhlcy1d1H/view?usp=sharing


 

Cell Phone Policy 
  

While we are aware that almost all of our students carry cell phones to school, and that they are necessary for 

communication with parents, they are a major distraction and disruption to the learning environment when 

used at inappropriate times. 

  

VASJ’s policy has always been that when a student’s phone is confiscated, he or she may retrieve the phone 

at the end of the day after paying the confiscation fine ($25). If the student cannot pay the fine, the phone is 

held until the fine is paid. We understand that the cell phone is the “lifeline” between students and their 

parents, and that it provides a level of safety in the case of an emergency. Therefore, Mr. Erzen, Dean of 

Student Life, will call a parent each and every time a phone is confiscated and alert them of the situation. If it 

is absolutely necessary for a student to leave with their phone that day, then the parent must make 

arrangements with the Business Office by the end of the school day to pay the fine. 

One suggestion is that you write out a check for $25 to VASJ, sign it, but do not date it, and have your child 

carry it with him/her at all times. We ask for your help by talking with your child about the current policy and 

reminding them to keep their phones off and in their pockets during the school day. It would also be helpful if 

you do not text your child during the school day. Your call or message should not be the thing that gets them 

in trouble. 

  

Failure to surrender a phone to faculty or staff results in an automatic out-of-school suspension. 

 

ACT Testing 
 

Remember that junior year is a very important one in regards to ACT testing! All juniors should be preparing 

by taking ACT Prep class.  They will be reviewing the format and test taking strategies, but the earlier 

students begin studying, the better! 

 

 

 



 

VASJ Picture Day 
  

Picture day has been postponed due to the first day of school being pushed back. We will notify you of the 

new date as soon as information is available. 

 

VASJ Parking 
  

Parents and visitors are reminded that if they need to park for school business between the hours of 7 to 8 

a.m., they are to park in the MAIN LOT in the spots closest to E. 185th Street facing Euclid Hospital (near the 

recycle bins). All other parking spots are assigned and reserved for faculty, staff, and students. VASJ reserves 

the right to tow any car illegally parked at the owner’s expense. 

 

After School Parking: THE FRONT DRIVE (FACING LAKESHORE) IS NOT TO BE USED FROM 2:30 to 

3:30 P.M. FOR STUDENT PICK-UP BY PARENTS OR RELATIVES. This area is reserved for the use of 

VASJ transportation vans. 

  

Parents (relatives/friends, etc.) are NOT permitted to park in the curb lane on Lakeshore Blvd. in front of the 

school. Please notice that there are NO PARKING and NO STOPPING signs that run from East 185th Street 

past the school property. These violations cause two issues: parked cars block the line of sight of the VASJ 

vans exiting the crescent drive, and the blocked curb lane forces the two lanes of traffic into one lane, adding 

to the safety concerns of pedestrians and our students. You are permitted to park in the crescent drive west of 

the school which is Hospice property. The Cleveland Police Department has requested our cooperation in this 

matter. 

 

Names to Military 
  

We are required by federal law to submit names if asked by the armed forces. If you do not want your 

student’s information released, you must inform the principal in writing each year. If this is your plan, please 

submit a letter to the guidance office by September 8, 2020 or click here for a link to the online form. Please 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oL6wHJEucrU0yQmKQb2M5d0TSbmvUy6r/view?usp=sharing


 

also remember that all young men must register with the Selective Service within 30 days of becoming 18. 

This can also be done online. 

 

VASJ Dance Team 
 

Gear up for the school year with your VASJ Spirit Wear!  

 

The VASJ Dance Team is selling Viking Pride T-shirts as their first 

fundraiser! The shirts ship directly to you! You can get them 

personalized with your name on the back for an additional $5. Click 

here to order yours today! 

 

https://yipescares.com/yipes_cares/shop/product-detail/1003246?fbclid=IwAR38r_NPKkeARDHB0Gg64TKVSLecwnVzrkz1lkkbsk-z-0VJ7uNEVp0gDPE
https://yipescares.com/yipes_cares/shop/product-detail/1003246?fbclid=IwAR38r_NPKkeARDHB0Gg64TKVSLecwnVzrkz1lkkbsk-z-0VJ7uNEVp0gDPE
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