
 

NOVEMBER 6, 2020 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 9: 

● Monday, November 9: IOWA Testing 

● Tuesday, November 10: IOWA Testing 

● Tuesday, November 10: Forever Faith and Family Prayer Service, 11 a.m.-12 p.m. 

● Wednesday, November 11: Veterans Day 

● Thursday, November 12: IOWA Testing 

● Friday, November 13: IOWA Testing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In order to meet your needs and provide important information, VASJ relies HEAVILY on 

email as a form of communication. It is VERY important for our students and families to 

check emails every day, as things tend to change frequently while we navigate this 

school year during the pandemic. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

PICTURE RETAKE DAY 

School picture retake day will be Thursday, December 17 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. in the VASJ gym. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 



SAVE THE DATE 
Conferences (& Asynchronous Learning Day) 
Thursday, November 19  
       7:45 a.m.- 6 p.m. 
 
Friday, November 20 
     7:45 a.m.- 3:15 p.m. 
 
NO SCHOOL 
Thanksgiving Break 
Monday, November 23 through Friday, November 27 
 
#WeGiveCatholic/Giving Tuesday 
Tuesday, December 1, All day 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Beginning Monday, November 9, 2020, VASJ will post a daily update on our website about 

COVID cases at the school. The site will be updated every weekday at 3 p.m. and be listed 

under the heading "COVID-19 Dashboard". 

 

This data is communicated in accordance with the public health order issued by Ohio’s 

Department of Health. As Governor DeWine’s order mandates, cases of COVID-19 must be 

reported to the school immediately. In turn, VASJ must notify the Cuyahoga County Board of 

Health and families within 24 hours of this news. 

 

Moving forward, this will be the platform we use to communicate any new cases to our families. 

All-school communications may not be sent each time we learn of a new case of COVID-19; 

however, this site will be updated every day.  

 

There are 2 sections to the dashboard: 

● The first "Known New Daily Cases" will list, by grade, any new cases reported to us that 

day. If a case is reported to us on a Monday, for example, that a junior has tested 

positive, then a "1" will appear under class of 2022.  On Tuesday, that number will read 

"0" unless a new case was brought to us on Tuesday.  



● The second "Known Positive Cases in Isolation" will list, by grade, the number of 

students who are in isolation because they have tested positive. In the example given 

above, a "1" will appear under the class of 2022 until that student has been cleared and 

is back at school. 

 

Additionally, we will continue to follow directives from the Cuyahoga County Board of Health 

about contact tracing protocols and work to identify all those in close contact with the confirmed 

positive cases.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact me at school.  Again, thank you for your continued 

support and cooperation. 

 

A parent newsletter is available to you on a weekly basis via email and the VASJ website. 

Please read through the newsletter, as it will contain important information regarding the 

day-to-day operations of the school, upcoming activities and other important information 

you should be aware of. Newsletters are updated every Friday. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

“THE COVID MONOLOGUES” PRESENTED BY THE VASJ 

THEATRE ARTS CLASS 

Presented by the VASJ Theatre Arts Class on Friday, November 13, 2020 on the VASJ 

Website and Facebook Page. 

How did this come about? Because of Covid-19, we were unable to create a public 

performance... so we went Virtual! 

Each student researched an individual who has survived Covid-19, and created a monologue 

from the individual’s story. The students video-recorded their monologue as a Quarter 1 Final 

Project. We have been praying for these individuals in class as their stories have touched us 

very deeply. Our hope is that you will be touched as well. Please pray for all those inflicted with 

Covid-19, their families, and the scientists who are working very hard to create a vaccine for this 

horrible virus. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 



ATTENTION SENIORS: ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK 

RECOGNITION AD: 

Yearbook recognition ads are a great way for parents, families and friends to commemorate 

student achievements and important milestones. In addition, revenues from recognition ads help 

our school to create a better yearbook. To purchase your ad online, follow the instructions on 

the form below. Jostens is managing your school's yearbook ad sales so please do not contact 

or send materials to the school. Please take into account our school's ad content guidelines on 

the bottom of this form during the creation of your ad online.  All ad orders must be placed online 

by May 1, 2021. Click here for more information. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

VIKING NEWS 

JOIN VASJ DURING #WeGiveCatholic ON DECEMBER 1: Be part of the movement that kicks 

off the giving season by supporting the courtyard improvement project at Villa Angela-St. 

Joseph High School during #WeGiveCatholic on Dec. 1. 

 

#WeGiveCatholic is a one-day giving event that provides Catholic schools, parishes, charities, 

special ministries and nonprofits affiliated with the Diocese of Cleveland the opportunity to 

connect with current donors and establish relationships with new ones. Click here for full story. 

 

VIKINGS REFLECTIONS: WORLD LANGUAGE TEACHER CRISTINA NAHRA:  
Maya Angelou said, “I’ve learned that people will 

forget what you said, people will forget what you 

did, but people will never forget how you made 

them feel.” When I first read these words, I was 

truly impacted. It was in my early 20s and at the 

start of my philanthropic journey. I believe that our 

actions are so powerful because how we treat 

each other matters. Did we make someone feel 

loved? Did we show kindness? Did we show 

respect?  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FjGnKeKkQki3DIVcTieXJH5yjeyJ--z2/view?usp=sharing
https://vasj.com/news/join-vasj-during-wegivecatholic-on-dec-1


So, why is it so difficult for us to get along? Why do we judge? Why can’t we accept and 

embrace our differences? These are the questions I’ve been recently asking myself. Click here 

for full story. 

 

VASJ ANNOUNCES HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2020 INDUCTEES: Villa Angela-St. Joseph 

High School is proud to announce the VASJ Hall of Fame Class of 2020 inductees. The VASJ 

Hall of Fame was established to honor alumni, faculty and staff members, and others 

associated with the Viking community who embody the mission and values of Villa Angela 

Academy, St. Joseph High School and Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School. 

 

"These inductees embody many different forms of personal and professional success," said 

Mike Tobin '91, chair of the VASJ Board of Advisors. "The commonality, of course, is their high 

school educations served as both a springboard and a grounding point in their lives, and they 

have worked to make our community — and our world — a better place." Click here for full 

story. 

 

ST. JOSEPH CLASS OF 1970 RAISES RECORD $270,000 GIFT FOR 50TH REUNION:  
Members of the St. Joseph High School Class of 

1970 recently presented students at Villa 

Angela-St. Joseph High School with a check for 

$250,000 as part of their 50th reunion 

celebration.  

 

With a few remaining gifts trickling in, the final 

class gift amount totaled $270,897, a new record 

as the largest reunion gift in the school’s history.  

 

“It is a very proud and humbling moment; what a privilege to be associated with such a great 

group of caring individuals,” said Don Dailey ’70. “The SJ Class of ’70 has always been a 

generous group of alums, and giving back to our alma mater is pretty much coded into our DNA. 

We really buy into the Marianist vision of “Learn, Lead, Serve.” We all recognize how important 

VASJ is to the community and how critical a Catholic values-based education is to our 

students.” Click here for full story. 

https://vasj.com/news/viking-reflections-world-language-teacher-cristina-nahra
https://vasj.com/news/vasj-announces-hall-of-fame-class-of-2020-inductees
https://vasj.com/news/st-joseph-class-of-1970-raises-record-270-000-gift-for-50th-reunion


GET TO KNOW: KRISTE VEDEGYS-DUHIGG '88 
Kriste Vedegys-Duhigg is a 1988 alumna of Villa 

Angela Academy. After Villa Angela Academy, Kriste 

went on to Cleveland State University where she 

earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in education.  

 

For the past 15 years, Kriste has worked at VASJ as 

the college counselor, helping students explore 

opportunities after graduation. Prior to her 

appointment at VASJ, Kriste worked in higher 

education at Robert Morris College, Case Western 

Reserve University and Cleveland State University. 

 

Kriste has been married to Cleveland firefighter Mark for almost 22 years and has three 

children: Erik (21), Luke (19) and Anika (17). All of their children were raised in the Collinwood 

community, where she and Mark still reside today. Click here for full story. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CLASS RING ORDERS 

If you would like to purchase a class ring, please visit Herff Jones to place an order. Click here.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE 

A message went out via Swift K12 Alert Call (phone and email) to students who are still missing 

immunizations. If you still have not turned in your immunization to the school nurse, this needs 

to be taken care of immediately. This is a requirement of the State of Ohio. If you have any 

questions, please contact the school nurse, Anna Battista, at abattista@vasj.com or ext. 21. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

PRAYER INTENTIONS (Campus Ministry) 

https://vasj.com/news/kristevedegysduhigg
https://highschool.herffjones.com/secom/school/OH/Villa%20Angela-St%20Joseph%20H%20S/34006077000/1039/rings/collections?gradYear=2021
mailto:abattista@vasj.com


Is there someone or something in your life that is in need of prayer? Do you know a member of 

our community who needs prayer? Are there circumstances that are seemingly out of your 

control that you need to offer up to God's care? We, as a VASJ family, want to pray with you for 

your intention. 

To share your request for prayer with our Campus Ministry Department, click here.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SERVICE HOURS (Campus Ministry) 

Service is a part of who we are at VASJ. Each year we require our students to complete a 

minimum number of service hours to help expose them to the needs that exist within their 

communities and learn more about the ways in which their lives can be a gift to others in need. 

Every year we are blessed to see so many of our students go above and beyond the 

requirement as they grow in their enthusiasm for service! 

In the spring, as we responded to the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic in our area, 

students were offered many virtual and at-home service projects in which they could participate 

to complete their service hours safely from home. We recognized that although many things 

were shut down, some needs were increasing during that time. Our students raised our highest 

funds for American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life since we began our team in 2017. They 

painted canvases and created fleece-tie blankets for hospital patients, made cards for the 

elderly, wrote anonymous letters to soldiers and prisoners, and more!  

This year, there is no service requirement. The health and safety of our students is our highest 

priority. Instead, we will proceed in the following way:  

● ALL students should be part of the Service 2020-2021 Google Classroom for 

announcements regarding service.  

● ALL students will receive a digital packet of service opportunities, including opportunities 

that are virtual, small in-person gatherings and outside opportunities at local 

organizations in need. Students must discuss any service opportunities they are 

pursuing with their families to determine if their family is okay with the level of safety 

involved with each. Families are to make these decisions together. We are not 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmU5jACxfCwTX9nmIQMWYAILDCoFqxNRShCiTalEOgPu2s7g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmU5jACxfCwTX9nmIQMWYAILDCoFqxNRShCiTalEOgPu2s7g/viewform


encouraging students to participate in any service opportunity that may jeopardize their 

health or the health of their families.  

● Seniors and Juniors will be scheduled for meetings with our Campus Ministry 

Department during Q2 to discuss their service goals for this year (finishing last year’s 

hours, aiming for a service award, etc.) and safe ways they can complete any hours 

during the course of this year.  

● Sophomores completed their service project as a class last year or completed 1.5 hours 

independently. For the few students who did not complete this, we will meet and safe 

service opportunities will be offered so that they can complete their 1.5 hours during the 

course of this year.  

● Freshmen will be introduced to service virtually. More details to come. 

Thank you for your continued support of our service program. #VikingsforOthers 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

REPORTING ABSENCES 
Student can’t attend class (including virtually)? Call the attendance line at 216-481-8414, ext. 

207 and explicitly state your child will not be attending class, either in person or virtually 

for the day. 

 

Student should not be in the building due to symptoms or quarantine, but can attend virtually? 

Call the attendance line at 216-481-8414, ext. 207 and explicitly state your child will learn 

virtually for the day.  

 

Student will be late to school (including zoom session)? Call the attendance line at 

216-481-8414, ext. 207 

 

Student needs to leave school / zoom early? Call the attendance line at 216-481-8414, ext. 207 

 

Student is sick / has appointment on Friday (or asynchronous day)? Call the attendance line at 

216-481-8414, ext. 207 

 



Absent due to a medical appointment? Call the attendance line at 216-481-8414, ext. 207 

before the appointment AND send documentation of the appointment on the medical office 

letterhead to the main office or mscheider@vasj.com within two school days of appointment. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

CAFETERIA NEWS 
The cafeteria is currently offering ALL students a free breakfast and lunch! Certain items are still                

payable (i.e., soda, ice cream, chips) but the meal itself is free until the end of the 2020-21                  

school year! Click here for the flyer. 

Cafeteria Menu: Click here - Week of November 2 

FREE GRAB AND GO MEAL SERVICE: Click here for details. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

FROM THE GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
WORK PERMITS: Email jschubert@vasj.com 

 

POWERSCHOOL ISSUES: Email powerschool@vasj.com  

 

KNOW YOUR STUDENT’S COUNSELOR: We are available to all! Email/call: 

Ms. Jones ~ cjones@vasj.com (ext. 204) - Student last name A-M. 

Ms. Marx ~ mmarx@vasj.com (ext. 231) - Student last name N-Z. 

 

***Ms. Marx and Ms. Jones are still available for students in-person and virtually. Students can 

either stop in Guidance to see them or make an appointment and/or email them. 

 
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 
 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SCHOLARSHIP 
This Knights of Columbus Scholarship application is for Catholic Students (grades 9 through 12) 

attending a Catholic High School in Ohio, who need financial assistance and who have a good 

academic record. This scholarship is for the 2020-21 school year. The scholarship recipient will 

mailto:mscheider@vasj.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RhyDDxR9tNv3Rx6ZQFiXxoaGlk0Ba9iM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13C9LfRJ_x1rG7v4xNX8t03Lc60lBOJx7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15S5avRS6wgr8JHwNGTOcXOio-vBJCGgD/view?usp=sharing
mailto:jschubert@vasj.com
mailto:powerschool@vasj.com
mailto:cjones@vasj.com
mailto:mmarx@vasj.com


receive a $1,000 check made payable to the high school on behalf of the student to be applied 

to the student’s high school tuition. This application must be completed by the student and 

received (applications requiring a delivery signature may not be accepted) by the end of 

business Friday, November 27, 2020 to the following address: Robert F. Collins, Jr.; Scholarship 

Chairman; 10181 Tracy Trail; Parma, Oh 44130-5210. Applications may also be emailed to: 

kofc.ocf.scholarships@gmail.com 

 

Applications can be found here: https://kofcohio.org/programs/scholarships/ or in the guidance 

office. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION FAMILIES:  
A representative from the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities (CCBDD) will 

be at VASJ on Friday December 4th at 1:00 pm. Ms. Sue Bush will explain eligibility and 

services that CCBDD provides for students who have IEP's. For those who cannot attend in 

person, she will also be Zooming her presentation. For more details or to RSVP, contact Monica 

Marx at mmarx@vasj.com or 216.481.8414 ext. 231. 

 

SENIOR STATE REQUIRED TESTING:  
Testing booklets have successfully been delivered and we are on schedule with testing next 

week. All Seniors who have yet to meet the state of Ohio’s testing requirements have been 

notified via email. Please check your emails with more information regarding your scheduled 

day of testing for next week. Students will be testing on days that they are present in the 

building. All virtual learners will test on Friday. Please contact Ms. Jones with any questions.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

COLLEGE COUNSELING 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN: 18th ANNUAL HBCU VIRTUAL COLLEGE FAIR 

Saturday, November 21, 2020 | 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

HBCU Difference: Purpose & Perseverance Towards the Future - The goals of the fair are to: 

● Increase college enrollment in under-served and under-represented populations of the 

community 

mailto:kofc.ocf.scholarships@gmail.com
https://kofcohio.org/programs/scholarships/
mailto:mmarx@vasj.com


● Educate the community about the value of Historically Black Colleges and Universities; 

● Allow participants to become familiar with a variety of financial aid programs and 

educational resources; 

● Connect post-secondary options to a student's career, internship and vocational interest 

and opportunities; and 

● Provide relevant programming that showcases student achievement, talents and 

philanthropy. 

Use this link to register: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/18th-annual-destination-hbcu-virtual-college-fair-students-adults-re

gistration-121075645515?aff=odeimcmailchimp&mc_eid=21b1c2f757&mc_cid=61508764ee  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FROM THE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 
 

*Please check WWW.VASJVIKINGS.COM for the most up-to-date postings of athletic 

events. 

 

We continue to follow the CDC, ODH and OHSAA guidelines/recommendations. The physical 

and mental safety of our student-athletes is the priority. 

- If a student-athlete(s) is not feeling well, stay home.  

- Masks need to be worn upon arrival AND departure of practice. If student-athletes do not 

come in a mask, they will be sent home. 

- Please bring your own water bottles; No sharing is permitted. 

 
GAME DAY INFORMATION: 
Please review the VASJ Athletic Department’s Visitor guide. Click here! 

 
WINTER SPORTS: 
If you are planning on playing a winter sport, make sure to turn in your updated OHSAA physical 

form and complete the concussion testing! The OHSAA physical must be completed and signed 

by a physician. Until an updated copy is on file, the student-athlete is not allowed to participate 

in any workout, practice, tryout, or game. Scan, send, or physically turn the completed physicals 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/18th-annual-destination-hbcu-virtual-college-fair-students-adults-registration-121075645515?aff=odeimcmailchimp&mc_eid=21b1c2f757&mc_cid=61508764ee
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/18th-annual-destination-hbcu-virtual-college-fair-students-adults-registration-121075645515?aff=odeimcmailchimp&mc_eid=21b1c2f757&mc_cid=61508764ee
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dfcQrX-oh_5C7M0TXvWk0gOv9T-FeebT/view?usp=sharing


in to Mrs. Fischbach in the Principal's office or email to: dfischbach@vasj.com. Click here for a 

blank copy of OHSAA physical. 

 

XLNT Brain Concussion Testing must be completed prior to tryouts. Click here for instructions or 

contact Athletic Trainer, Mikayla Menn at: athletictraining@vasj.com.  

 

COACHES CONTACTS: 
 

Men's Basketball: Coach Ward, MensBasketball@vasj.com  

Women's Basketball: Coach Stauffer, WomensBasketball@vasj.com  

Wrestling: Coach Mullin, Wrestling@vasj.com  

Bowling: Coach Nahra, Bowling@vasj.com  

Swimming: Coach Scheider, Swimming@vasj.com  

Indoor Track & Field: Coach Wright, XCTF@vasj.com  

Cheerleading: Coach Roberts, Cheerleading@vasj.com 

 

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE 

Appointments are required if you need to come in to discuss your student's account. 

You should be making your monthly tuition payments through FACTS. If not, please be sure you 

go onto FACTS and set that up ASAP. Should you have any questions or concerns, please 

contact Katie Oriani in the Business Office at 216-481-8414, ext. 240 or koriani@vasj.com. 

Katie will try to return calls within 48 business hours; however, it may be a little longer around 

statement mailing dates and exclusion times. 

 

SCHOOL CLOSINGS  
If the school is closed unexpectedly, we will notify the media and you will see the name Villa 

Angela-St. Joseph High School. You will also receive a call through the Swift K12 Notification System 

to notify you of any school closings. Closings will also be noted on the VASJ website (vasj.com). 

 

 

mailto:dfischbach@vasj.com
https://finalforms-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/districts/OH/villaangela-oh/email_drafts/670/PPE_2020-21.pdf?timestamp=1603306893
https://finalforms-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/districts/OH/villaangela-oh/email_drafts/670/XLNT%20Instructions.pdf?timestamp=1603306620
mailto:athletictraining@vasj.com
mailto:MensBasketball@vasj.com
mailto:WomensBasketball@vasj.com
mailto:Wrestling@vasj.com
mailto:Bowling@vasj.com
mailto:Swimming@vasj.com
mailto:XCTF@vasj.com
mailto:Cheerleading@vasj.com
http://www.vasj.com/


FREE THANKSGIVING DINNER 

Ss. Robert and William Parish is offering a free Thanksgiving dinner of turkey with gravy, 

mashed potatoes, stuffing, broccoli and pumpkin pie.  

This dinner is for all people who need a meal. If you are struggling to keep food on your table — 

this meal is for you. If you are going to be alone this year and want a meal — this meal is for 

you. If you like turkey dinners — this meal is for you. SRW and SJC will be providing these 

meals for pick up and/or delivery. Pick up is on Wednesday, November 25 from 5-6 p.m. and 

Thursday, November 26 from 10-11 a.m. 

Please call or email your dinner reservation. All reservations must be in by November 20.  

Call 216-289-0770 or 216-731-1515 or email Anita at alinsky@srweuclid.cc. 

Volunteers are also needed to help with distribution and delivery. Please call or email if you’re 

interested in volunteering. 

 

 

 

If you have questions, please see the parent guide so you know who 

to contact. Click here for the parent guide. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MQw1BK0pc17iaghGErcbpIPCE5hpNlir/view?usp=sharing

