
The Marianist Urban Students Program (MUSP) began in 1992 in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and has since expanded to San Antonio, St. Louis, and 
Cleveland. 
 
The Cleveland program was founded in 1999 and is located at Villa 
Angela-St. Joseph High School (VASJ), a Catholic and Marianist high 
school on the east side of Cleveland. This year will mark the 16th 
graduating class of the Cleveland program, totaling over 60 graduates 
who went through the four-year program. The Cleveland program is run 
by Director Timothy Neary, who is in his 7th year in that role. He is 
assisted by an advisory board to carry out the unique functions and vital 
roles of the program.
 
"The students that I work with overcome more than most people can 
imagine," Neary says. "Unsafe neighborhoods, moving house-to-house, 
inconsistency in the family structure, financial insecurity, and more. In 
spite of this, they manage to navigate a world where they are often 
prejudged in a negative way, and still keep focused on their grades, 
appearances, character, and the pride of their families. They amaze me.”
 
The program identifies high-potential students in select urban Catholic 
elementary schools and provides them with the financial, academic, and 
social support they would need to succeed.
 
“Without financial aid from MUSP, tuition costs would prevent most of 
these students from attending Catholic high schools,” says Marianist 
Bro. Jesse O’Neil, assistant for education for the Marianist Province of 
the United States. “They wouldn’t be exposed to the same values and 
would be lost in the shuffle of the public school system. In some cases, 
they’d be at risk of not graduating from high school.”
 
Throughout the fours years of high school, the students selected to be a 
part of MUSP experience a small, family-oriented community within the 
larger high school community. This fosters the building of close 
relationships among all involved in the program, which is a critical 
component to supporting students who very much need that environment 
to succeed. The program model reflects the Marianists charisms through 
this family spirit. Almost all of the graduates have gone on to college, 
many of them being the firsts in their families to achieve such a feat. In 
addition, some have went on to become nurses, entrepreneurs, and 
other professionals with many earning degrees beyond college. The 
program provides the foundation to help them be able to adapt to future 
challenges.
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