
Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
 

Summer Reading Assignment 

1. Complete any places on this sheet where you see the word “ASSIGNMENT” and bring 
your finished work to the FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. 

2. Please also come prepared with a college ruled notebook and a pen or pencil. 

 
Novel Set Up 

In Lord of the Flies, a crew of young, British boarding school boys find themselves trapped on a deserted 
island with no adults after a plane crash. The novel follows 3 main characters a host of minor characters 
as they navigate the island and try to survive. Though on the surface the novel appears to be a simple 
adventure story, the deeper meaning of the text lies in within the way the boys’ minds change as they 
forget what it is like to live in a civilized society. 

Historical Context of Lord of the Flies 

“William Golding (1911-1993) published his first novel, Lord of the Flies, in 1954. Born in England, 
Golding served in the Royal Navy during World War Two. Golding’s experiences during the 
war greatly influenced his views on humanity and the evil that lies within all human beings. He 
holds a pessimistic (very negative) view of humans, believing we are always surprisingly close to 
falling into a violent, primitive state of pure brutality. 

Lord of the Flies was published in the early years of the Cold War. Interestingly, the book is 
unclear as to when the story takes place.” (from Bookcaps) 

ASSIGNMENT→  

Look up the following information: 

1. What was the Cold War? Which countries were involved with it? Did anyone “win” the 
Cold War? Explain your answer. 

 

 

 

2. What types of missions, tasks, work, does one do when they are in the Navy? (use bullet 
points) 

 

 

3. (complete AFTER reading the text) What aspects of the novel reflect the author’s time 
spent in the Navy?  Use bullet points. Give at least 3 summarized examples from the 
book. 



The Characters 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

For each character, give at least 5 bullet pointed characteristics (both physical and personality-based). 

Piggy→ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ralph→ 
 
 
 
 
 
Jack → 
 
 
 
 
 
“The littluns” (means “the little ones”, as in, young children) → 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon →  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Twins →  
 

 

 

 

 



Discussion Questions 

ASSIGNMENT 

You are HIGHLY encouraged to take notes on the following questions on a separate sheet of paper and 
bring it to school on the first day. We will engage in MULTIPLE graded discussions during the first week 
of school that will assess how well you understood  the book.  

Warning: Teachers read Sparknotes too :) 

 

1. What makes a person good? What makes a person bad?  
2. How does our society define good and evil? 
3. What is a leader? How do you personally define a leader? Do you think your definition of 

a leader is different from most people’s? 
4. Who you think the best ruler/leader in the book is. Make sure you can explain your 

choice thoroughly and in detail. 
5. Do the boys form a democracy or a dictatorship? 
6. Is the beast real? How do you know? 
7. What does the beast symbolize? 
8. What is an allegory? How is this entire novel an allegory for society? 
9. Do you believe humans are generally good or evil? What does this novel suggest about 

human nature? 
10. Why does Simon act so differently from the rest of the boys? What is Simon motivated 

by?  
11. Who is the Lord of the Flies? 
12. Why do they call him the “lord?” Does he rule anything? 
13. Who changes the least in the novel? Who changes the most? 
14. Who changes for the positive? Who changes in a negative way? 
15. Pick on chapter title and explain why you think that chapter was named so. 
16. “Maybe the beast….is us.” Interpret what this quote means and describe how the boys 

come to this realization. Does it change the way they act? Do you really think the boys 
are the beast? Or is there a real beast too? 

 

 

Any questions about summer reading should be directed to Mrs. Patricia Marxen at 
pmarxen@vasj.com. Please write “summer reading question” in the subject line.  Your inquiry will 
be addressed in a timely manner throughout the summer.  
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