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“We are proud of our students at Villa Angela-St.
Joseph High School who are not only benefitting
from the Ursuline and Marianist-sponsored
educations they are receiving, but who are also
creating memories and building on the traditions
that each of us hold close to our hearts.”
~ VASJ President Bill Cervenik ’72
By giving to the Merici-Chaminade
Fund, you are helping support
our mission to provide each
child the highest quality Catholic
education while helping them to
grow spiritually, academically, and
personally. Your support directly
benefits our students as these funds
remain an important component
of our school operating budget to
support classroom technology, equipment, and student programs and services.
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YOUR SUPPORT DIRECTLY BENEFITS OUR STUDENTS
Your gift is not only an investment in the outstanding students we serve today,
but also in the future of the school you love. Every contribution of any size
makes a difference.
The students, faculty and staff appreciate your support and continue to pray for
you always.

Make your gift today. Visit vasj.com/donate.
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FROM THE PREVIOUS PRESIDENT

A rich path
I’m a pacer. Always have been. Even when I
worked in sterile offices that were dominated by
endless rows of identical cubicles and desks, I
walked around and around as I was thinking through
an issue or problem. I might stop and chat with a
colleague along the way, but otherwise the diversions
were few and the scenery was nonexistent.
Among the many blessings I’ve found at VASJ
is that my daily treks have been full of discoveries.
There is always – always – something new to
experience. Our remarkable new Men’s Choir might
be rehearsing in the chapel, tryouts for graduation
speakers might be going on in the Villa Angela
Heritage Room, volleyball practice might be
occurring in the gym, a football scrimmage might be
happening out on the field, our Student Ambassadors
might be busy preparing for an Open House.
And that’s just after school. As I’ve walked our
floors during the day, I’ve heard bits and pieces of
lectures on presidential politics, reports on the virtues
that characterize the spirit of our founders, laughs
that ring out between friends at adjacent lockers, the
melodic sounds of French class, the passionate tone
of a serious discussion on social justice.
In an address to Italian educators, parents and
pupils a couple of years ago, Pope Francis said: “The
mission of schools is to develop a sense of truth, of
what is good and beautiful. And this occurs through a
rich path made up of many ingredients.”
What a rich path we walk at Villa AngelaSt. Joseph High School. And how flavorful the

ingredients along the way – including (one of the best
treats of all) cookies coming fresh from the oven in
the Culinary Arts room.
In one of the first sessions I attended at a
fundraising seminar after my appointment as
president here at VASJ five years ago, an expert in
the advancement field told us that the most essential
component of effective fundraising is storytelling.
I remember thinking how fortunate I was to be at
a school with so many touching and inspirational
stories to tell.
Our students daily provide the stories that have
touched you to support them through their academic
achievements, their sportsmanship and teamwork,
their kindness to one another, their gratitude for the
gifts that you’ve given them – gifts that have changed
their lives – and their earnest resolve to pass those
gifts along to others.
God bless you for listening. God bless you for
caring. God bless you for responding as you have.
Because of you, our school is flourishing today and
our students and graduates are spreading the Good
News you have shared with them.
Thank you for allowing me the joy of walking this
rich path with you in the search for truth, of what is
good and beautiful.

Richard J. Osborne ’69, Previous VASJ President
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OUR NEW PRESIDENT

A VASJ welcome
to William R. Cervenik

By Mike Tobin ’91

V

illa Angela-St. Joseph High School did not have to go very far to
find the leader who will guide the school into the future.
William R. Cervenik ’72 was selected as the school’s next president.
He succeeds Richard Osborne ’69, who retired in June after five years
as VASJ president.
Cervenik, 61, comes to VASJ after having served as Euclid’s mayor
for the past 12 years.
“I am very impressed by the student body, the staff and the
administration,” he said. “I am really excited and looking forward to
this.”
Margaret Lyons, former Superintendent of Schools for the Catholic
Diocese of Cleveland, who also retired this year, said: “Bill has been
a longtime friend to Villa Angela-St. Joseph and has demonstrated
a keen understanding of its rich heritage, its strengths, and its
challenges moving forward. These insights coupled with his love for
VASJ and its wonderful community make Bill the right choice.”
Cervenik took part in the school’s Founders Day Mass. He was
impressed by the way the students took the lessons of the Ursulines
and Marianists to heart.
“They weren’t just taught the lessons, they knew them and were
living them,” he said.
As president, Cervenik is the school’s chief executive officer,
responsible for all aspects of the school including budget oversight,
fundraising and implementing the school’s long-term vision. He
acts in unison with the principal to ensure academic excellence and
mission effectiveness.
He has been a Certified Public Accountant since 1983. Prior to his
service as mayor, which ended due to term limits this year, he served
for 12 years on Euclid City Council. For five of those years, he was
City Council President, replacing legendary St. Joseph High School
math teacher Joseph Farrell upon his untimely death.
Kirsten Holzheimer-Gail ’88 served with Cervenik in Euclid politics
before succeeding him as mayor. She’s also the mother of two VASJ
alums and has a daughter in the school.
“Bill is definitely a strong leader,” Holzheimer-Gail said. “He’s a

good administrator of financial stability and cares very deeply about
the community.”
Cervenik credits his career in politics and accounting directly to
his experience in high school at St. Joseph. He was inducted into the
VASJ Hall of Fame in 2009 and has been a leader in numerous civic
activities in the Collinwood-Euclid community for many years. He
was named Euclid Chamber of Commerce Business Person of the
Year in 1995 and 2006, and American Legion Citizen of the Year in
2007. He received the Euclid Hospital Community Service Award
in 2008 and the Rose Mary Center Angel Award in 2009. He served
on the boards of the Regional Transit Authority, the Northeast Ohio
Areawide Coordinating Agency, the First Suburbs Consortium and
was a member of the Cuyahoga County Mayors and Managers
Association.
Cervenik and his wife, Mary Kay (Gross) Cervenik, a 1971 graduate
of Villa Angela, have been married for 42 years. They have two
children, both of whom are VASJ graduates, Billy ’94 and Katie ’97.
Cervenik said that while society and the world change, VASJ’s
mission and its students remain the same.
“The students are just like we were,” he said. “For many of these
students, this is their family. They look out for each other, care for
each other, just like we did. We’re making strong men and women to
lead us into the next generation.”
Mike Tobin ’91 is vice chairman of the VASJ Board of Advisors. A
former journalist, he now serves as Community and Public Affairs
Specialist for the U.S. Department of Justice, Northern District of
Ohio.
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VICTORIA FRANCETIC ’16

A ‘little
ounce of
confidence.’
Senior’s journey
toward reaching her goals.
By Emily Robinson

D

uring her senior retreat, Victoria Francetic ’16 was
presented with a letter she had written to herself as a
freshman. When she was handed the letter four years
later, she had completely forgotten writing it and was both
surprised and amused to see what it said.
“I’m only writing this right now so that it looks like I’m doing
what I’m supposed to be doing,” the letter read. “Since they
are making me set a goal, I guess I will put become student
council president. (Yeah right. Like that would ever happen).”
Present-day Victoria couldn’t help but laugh at her freshman
self. She may not remember setting the goal, but she did in
fact achieve it.
At the Baccalaureate Mass held at VASJ in May, Victoria
proudly entered the gym in her Columbia blue graduation cap

and gown, adorned with her Student Council President sash.
She reflected on how much she has grown since her freshman
year when she wrote herself that letter and is thankful she
chose VASJ as her high school.
Victoria’s parents left
There are no cliques
the choice of where she
would attend high school
here. It’s broken down
completely up to her. She
to the simplicity of who
had no idea where she
you are as a person.
wanted to attend high
school when she started her search but she believed she would
know it when she saw it.
And she did.
After shadowing at two other schools, Victoria shadowed at
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Victoria Francetic, from pg. 3
VASJ and instantly knew it was the
right school for her.
“I decided I wanted to go to VASJ
before I left the parking lot the day I
shadowed,” she says. “It was just such
a different atmosphere than any of the
other schools I shadowed.”
The atmosphere she described was
one filled with openness, welcoming
arms and a sense of family.
Her parents encouraged her to
continue shadowing at other schools
before making her decision official.
But after shadowing at five different
schools, Victoria still was convinced
VASJ was the right choice.
And finally, after the decision was
made, her parents were comfortable
sharing their excitement that their
daughter would attend their alma mater.
Victoria Francetic ’16 poses with her parents Andy Francetic ’81 and Kimberly (Wallace) Francetic
“They didn’t want to influence my
’83 after a school awards ceremony. Victoria’s parents are thrilled to have their daughter share
decision,” she says. “I did not know it their alma mater.
until after but they were pumped.”
or what activities you are involved in. It is broken down to the
Victoria’s parents were thrilled she had decided on her own to
simplicity of who you are as a person. That’s what I think makes it
attend a school they both attended and loved. Her dad, Andy
so different. It’s definitely because we push that we are a family.”
Francetic, is a 1981 graduate of St. Joseph High School and her
Victoria was a leader at VASJ long before becoming Student
mom, Kimberly (Wallace) Francetic, is a 1983 graduate of Villa
Council President. She was a Student Ambassador, member of
Angela Academy.
National Honor Society, Catholic Schools for Peace and Justice,
“My dad was so excited because it was the same school he walked
Peer Ministry, Science Olympiad, Kairos, Drama Club and captain
through when he was here,” Victoria says. When Victoria and her
of the cheerleading team.
parents came to VASJ for registration, it was a walk down memory
A far cry from the
lane for her dad.
My dad was so excited
freshman who lacked
“He was telling me, ‘This is where my locker was when I was
because it was the same
confidence and didn’t
freshman’ and ‘This was my locker when I was a sophomore’ and
think she would
school he walked through
‘I had Mr. Raddell for a teacher, too,’’’ Victoria says.
get involved in any
when he was here.
She grew up hearing stories about how much her parents loved
activities because she
their school and was excited to be able to experience it for herself.
was worried about what people would think of her.
During her freshman orientation, she learned about the school’s
It was her involvement in these activities that helped her grow
dual charisms and what it means to attend an Ursuline and
her confidence, starting with her application to become a Student
Marianist high school.
Ambassador during her sophomore year.
“I probably heard ‘We are a family’ 45 times during freshman
“I got a little ounce of confidence and thought maybe I would try,”
orientation,” Victoria says. “I was thinking, okay, I get it. That’s
she says. “I applied and got in and through that I got so much more
your hook.”
confidence and realized maybe I don’t think as highly of myself as
She soon realized it was so much more than a “hook.”
I should.”
“It exceeded my expectations,” Victoria says. “I feel like every
Next was National Honor Society - something she thought was
kid has these images of what high school is like and it kind of
out of her reach. She was nervous to complete the application and
intimidated me. That fear was washed away immediately. There
embarrassed to think about not getting in. But she was accepted
are no cliques here. It doesn’t matter what grade level you are in
and her confidence skyrocketed after that.
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“I really started putting myself out there,” she says. “I decided
the things that look fun to me, I’m going to do them and make my
high school experience fun. I think that is what has made my high
school experience so great.”
She landed major roles in both the fall play and spring musical
during her senior year. She led the icebreaker activity for the close
to 90 students who attended the school’s Seventh Grade Shadow
Day.
Her high school experience came full circle when she was able to
facilitate the freshman class retreat when they wrote their letters to
themselves to open during their senior year. Victoria was able to
share with them her regrets of not taking her letter more seriously
and how much the act of writing the letter and thinking of a goal
impacted her high school school experience.
For all of these reasons, and so many more, it was no surprise
that at the end of her senior year, Victoria was presented with the
Timothy Robertson Award, given to someone who “bleeds red
and blue” the way longtime teacher and administrator Mr. Tim

Robertson ’62 did. Each year the award is given to one student
whose love for VASJ is obvious in what they do, how they act, and
what they say.
This year, Victoria was a natural choice.
As she was standing at the doors of Ss. Robert and William
Church on graduation night, waiting for the Pomp and
Circumstance to start playing so she and her classmates could
march into the church, Victoria was already crying.
“I don’t know why I am so much sadder than everyone else,” she
said through her tears.
Victoria couldn’t articulate why she was so emotional about
graduating but those who have had the privilege of watching her
learn and grow during her four years at VASJ understood. She had
just experienced four years of tremendous growth in a place that
became a second home full of people who had become her family.
Victoria was sad to leave VASJ because, like Mr. Tim Robertson,
she “bleeds red and blue” and made the school a better place
during her time there.

Senior Class President Morgan Adrine ’16 and Student Council President Victoria Francetic ’16 lead the Class of 2016 into VASJ’s gym
for the Baccalaureate Mass.
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CHRISTOPHER BOYKIN ’18

Wisdom beyond his years:

Looking to the
future in faith

By Emily Robinson

V

ASJ student Christopher Boykin ’18 refers to himself as an
open book. A “what-you-see-is-what-you-get” type of guy.
Those who know him, though, would say there is much more to
Chris than meets the eye.
You might see him in his football uniform or running on the track
and assume he is a good athlete. And he is. But he is also a great
team player. You might see him in class and assume he is a good
student. And he is. But he is also an extremely hard worker who is
already thinking about owning his own business someday.
If you came to an open house you would see he is a Student
Ambassador. But you wouldn’t know that he is passionate enough
about his school to have coined the slogan, “where friends become
family.” If you saw him praying at a VASJ Mass you would
know he is a spiritual person. But you wouldn’t know how hard
he worked and prayed so that he could be baptized in a Catholic
church.
Chris has a kind, personable demeanor that can be felt with just
one smiling “hello.” In that regard, what you see is actually what
you get. But to get the true sense of who Chris is as a person
requires a conversation with him. And it is a conversation worth
having.
Chris is a young athlete with a lot of talent. He started varsity as a
sophomore on VASJ’s football team and is a great track runner. But
his coaches will tell you he is more than just a skilled athlete. He
models good sportsmanship and is the kind of athlete coaches want
on their team.
“He’s a pleasure to be around and a pleasure to coach,” says VASJ
football Coach John Storey ’59. “I think he represents everything
we’re trying to do here at school which is prepare to go to the next
level after high school and be outstanding Christian men, good
fathers and good husbands and develop the next generation of
community for Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School.”
He may be young but Chris has already spent time thinking about
the steps he needs to take in order to be able to provide for his

family someday. He knows the lessons he has learned by attending
Catholic school will give him the foundation he needs to get there.
“My dream has always been to own my own business and I want to
take care of my family,” Chris says. “I want to be able to give back
to my brothers and sister, my parents and my grandparents for all
they have done for me.”
One of the gifts his family has provided him with is the gift of
a Catholic education. His ability to recognize this as a gift, at the
young age of 15, speaks to his maturity.
His Catholic education has given him the life skills that go beyond
what is taught in a textbook.
“Private school taught me how to dress for the business world and
tie a tie,” Chris says. “The people who own businesses are really
intelligent. You don’t see them dressed down in jeans. You see them
in suits, waking up and taking care of their families.”
It was during his time at St. Adelbert, where he attended middle
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“When I came here, the boys became my brothers and the girls
school, that Chris came to appreciate the benefits of Catholic
feel like my sisters,” Chris says. “We just feel like we are one big
education.
family.”
“It gave me a lot of opportunities and helped shape me into the
And he means it.
person I am today,” Chris says. “My teachers pushed me to better
During a marketing brainstorming meeting with VASJ’s student
myself and wouldn’t let me slack.”
ambassadors, Chris described VASJ as a place “where friends
Chris knew he wanted to continue his Catholic education in high
become family.” It is now a slogan that can be seen on many of the
school but wasn’t sure if his family could afford it. That is when he
school’s marketing materials.
learned about VASJ’s Marianist Urban Students Program (MUSP).
I want to be able to
When Chris says he is an
The MUSP program identifies high-potential students in urban
“open book,” he’s not wrong.
Marianist elementary schools and offers them financial, academic
say when I am older,
One conversation with him is
and social support to succeed at Marianist high schools.
I worked for that.
all it takes to get a sense of the
It was after learning of the MUSP program that Chris decided he
personable, hard-working, wise-beyond-his-years person he is.
wanted to learn more about VASJ and whether it would be a good
Beyond the talented athlete and hard-working student is a
fit for him. He attended an Open House and immediately felt the
sentimental follower of God.
school’s family atmosphere.
Chris watched his older brother get baptized at
“When I came to Open House I
St. Adelbert and knew he wanted to do the same.
was talking with the students like
Unfortunately, the church closed before he had a
I already knew them and I thought,
chance.
‘this is an amazing school,’’ Chris
“When they closed the church I didn’t want to get
says.
baptized somewhere else,” Chris says. “I grew up
He completed the necessary MUSP
there. I knew the people there and that’s where my
forms and application and made it
brother was baptized and I wanted to follow in his
to the interview stage where he met
footsteps.”
with VASJ’s Director of Marianist
So he prayed about. He prayed that the St. Adelbert
Urban Students Program and
church would reopen. He prayed that he could one
Academic Dean, Mr. Tim Neary ’03.
day be baptized there. His prayers were answered.
Neary knew instantly Chris would
“I was determined to get baptized there and I never
be a great addition to the program
gave up,” Chris says.
and a great member of the Viking
He remembers his baptism day fondly.
family.
“It made me feel like a part of something,” Chris
“Chris is a respectful, funny and
says. “Like a burden was lifted off my shoulders.”
well-mannered young man,” Neary
Although attending Catholic school has helped
says.
More than that, Chris is a hard
Chris grow closer to God, his faith has been an
worker with a desire to be pushed
important part of his life from the very beginning.
Christopher Boykin ’18 is a student in VASJ’s
“Religion has always been a part of my family,”
academically. He was accepted into Marianist Urban Students Program, a Student
the program and has just started his Ambassador and a member of the football and Chris says. “We have always believed in Christ.”
track teams.
Some of his most fond childhood memories include
third year at VASJ.
going to church on Sundays with his grandparents.
“Chris has a phenomenal work ethic
“I could tell when my grandad was truly happy and one of the
and is well-grounded which I believe sets him up to do anything he
things that made him happy was his faith,” Chris says. “Church
wants with his life,” says Neary.
was something that truly made him smile. That and football.”
His work ethic is demonstrated in the fact that he has achieved
Chris isn’t very different from his grandfather.
honors every quarter at VASJ and the fact that he wants to be
What you see is actually what you get with Chris because when
challenged academically.
you look at him you see a smart, handsome, well-dressed young
“I don’t want things to be handed to me in life,” Chris says. “I
man with an extremely bright future. His faith and his family make
want to be able to say when I am older, ‘I worked for that.’ I don’t
Chris smile. That and football.
want anyone to be able to say, ‘I gave you that.’”
He has an even greater sense of the VASJ family spirit he felt
while attending Open House.
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VASJ Today
On every level, our school is thriving.
And it is all because of you.
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	As another class of our graduates moves into the proverbial “real world,”
it is fitting that a proverb comes to mind – and a Latin one at that:
Audentes fortuna invat. “Fortune favors the bold.”

T

he wisdom of the proverb is made evident when people who
think things can’t be done are interrupted by other people
who are actually doing them. The point is illustrated often at Villa
Angela-St. Joseph High School, where we are blessed to be a family
of doers. As a family, we have learned what a powerful force we
can be.
If fortune favors the bold, what a fortunate family of students,
parents, faculty, staff, donors, friends and volunteers we are. Our
good fortune has come in the form of much-improved facilities
and dramatic increases in enrollment, student success and financial
strength.
For several years now, we have called ourselves “the fastestgrowing private high school in Ohio.” Inasmuch that growth is
measured in many ways, it’s a pretty bold statement. But then,
we’re a pretty bold bunch. And we’re equal to the boast.
Our shared attitude – along with our laser-focused attention to our
mission to serve our students and our community with values-based
education steeped in the Ursuline and Marianist traditions – has had
a profound impact on the VASJ that proudly presents its State of the
School report.
A celebration of faith
A few years ago, several VASJ students were asked to describe
what sets their school apart from others. One student volunteered
to speak for his peers. “Family,” he answered as he scanned the
widely diverse gathering of students with him. “These aren’t my
classmates,” he said. “These are my brothers and sisters.”
That sort of inclusive, family culture did not emerge overnight.
It took boldness and conviction from visionary individuals such
as Margaret Lyons, VASJ’s first Principal, who retired this year
as Secretary for Education for the Diocese of Cleveland. When
our school was reborn 26 years ago – that is, when Villa Angela
Academy and St. Joseph High School merged – there were those
who did not believe we’d ever arrive at the place we are now.
In many minds, our death certificate was written right along with
our birth certificate. But with the encouragement and support of
faith-filled positive thinkers, we met our challenges and overcame
them. After a period of uncertainty, VASJ is now thriving.
As the offspring of two dynamic legacies, we like to say that we
have a short history and a long past. Our commitment was, and
Pictured at left: Back row: Christopher Boykin ’18, Liam Stanton ’16.
Front Row: Nikkia Schady ’17, Taylor Woods ’17 and Valentina
Slechticovas ’16.

is, to make the best of our dual legacies, creating a spiritually,
academically and economically strong Diocesan-owned Catholic
high school operating under the authority of our bishop and guided
by our sponsoring religious orders.
Why Catholic schools?
If we are to understand VASJ’s role in the community and the
Church, we need to ask why the Catholic Church is in the business
of education in the first place. This says it as succinctly as anything
we’ve seen:
For a strong democracy to thrive, citizens must cultivate values
of inclusiveness, community service, and strong intellectual values
that serve the public good. It is in the interest of the public that
Catholic schools thrive since … the purpose of Catholic schools
is to prepare students beyond the requirements of a public school
curriculum by focusing on moral and ethical values.
– Catholic Schools in the Public Interest:
Past, Present and Future Directions (2014)
This is what the Ursuline Sisters from France understood when
they founded Villa Angela Academy in 1878. It is what Archbishop
Edward F. Hoban understood when he established St. Joseph High
School and invited the Society of Mary to administer it in 1950. It
is what Bishop Anthony Pilla envisioned for VASJ when he merged
the schools in 1990. And it is what Bishop Richard G. Lennon has
nurtured at East 185th Street and Lakeshore Boulevard today.
Continuing the dream
The personality of our school has changed over the years, as we
have reflected and adapted to changes in society, demographics
in the Church, and the evolution of the community we serve. The
character of the school, however, has never changed. We stand for
the same principles and values we always have.
It has been by staying the course – that is, staying true to our
mission – that we have weathered our challenges and have emerged
as a vibrant institution of learning and a vital anchor of the
Collinwood-Euclid neighborhood.
Some specific successes stand out in our recent past:
• Enrollment is up 65 percent over five years ago.
• We are on track for another significant enrollment increase this
fall.
• Selective enrollment and high expectations have led to
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improved academic achievement; almost half of our students
are routinely on the Honor Roll.
• Athletic success mirrors academics; state championship
banners have grown to 21, a record rivaled by few.
• More than 98 percent of our graduates over the past five years
have gone on to post-secondary education.
• In the same period, annual fundraising revenues have risen 260
percent.
• Our endowment has grown by more than $1 million in just the
past four years.
• Numerous new legacy (endowed) scholarships have been
created.
• Tuition assistance continues to grow at a pace of
approximately 17 percent annually.
A model Catholic school
Two years ago, VASJ joined the elite company of 152 member
schools in the national network of Schools That Can, a not-forprofit organization recognizing the nation’s highest-performing
urban schools. As such, VASJ is a model of the high standards of
achievement that distinguish Catholic schools around the country:
•N
 ational test scores, high school graduation rates, college
entrance and a host of other data show that Catholic schools
routinely outperform schools in both the public and private
sectors.
• Catholic high school graduation rates dwarf those of nonCatholic schools with 99 percent of Catholic school students
receiving their high school diplomas.
• Likewise, across the country Catholic schools send nearly 86
percent of their students on to college, in contrast to some 40
percent for public schools.
Closer to home, the statistics are even more impressive:
• Ohio is one of the Top 10 states in the nation where Catholic
schools are serving the most students.
• Even against the backdrop of the impressive numbers for
Catholic schools in Ohio, Catholic high school students in the
Diocese of Cleveland consistently performed about two points
better on the ACT.

No wonder Catholic schools so often have waiting lists. At
VASJ, our growth is decidedly controlled. Less than two-thirds of
our applicants are accepted. Our selective criteria for admission
is based on potential, promise and principle. Simply put: Our
students must want to succeed and they and their families must
embrace the discipline and spiritual philosophy of our school.
In turn, we must provide them the opportunity and the tools to
succeed.
A positive environment
In our Strategic Plan 2013-16, we set lofty goals for improved
operational sustainability, enhanced academics and technology,
and state-of-the-art facilities. Most of those goals have been met
or are well on the way to completion. Our venerable building,
constructed in 1950, has stood the test of time yet clearly
renovations were in order.
We responded accordingly. In the past five years, renovations and
upgrades have included, but are not limited to:
• A remodeled and restored Founders’ Chapel with preserved
historical artifacts and a new digital piano.
• New wooden exterior doors throughout the former Ministry
Center, including the Founders’ Chapel, Martyrs’ Chapel and
sacristy.
• Creation of the Villa Angela Heritage Room as the main
conference center on the second floor of the library.
• A transformative renovation project for the Technical Building
to accommodate innovative engineering and computer-training
programs.
• State-of-the-art long-distance learning equipment.
• New handheld learning devices for students.
• Digital sign in front of the school.
• Digital display screens in the main lobby.
• Veterans’ Memorial in the courtyard.
• Installation of energy-saving lighting in all hallways.
• Lighted brick wall and landscaping at the parking lot
entranceway.
• Expanded parking lot lighting.
• Fresh painting in a coordinated color scheme throughout the
main building hallways.
• Renovated first-floor restrooms.
• New perimeter cabinetry, ceiling, lighting and safety features in
the Chemistry Lab.
• Modern workstations for the Chemistry Lab (completed this
summer).
• New gym roof.
• Renovated gymnasium with new bleachers.
• Remodeled gym lobby including new concession stand, spirit
store and restrooms.
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• An upgraded alarm system and additional security cameras.
• Replaced and renovated exterior doors.
• Extensive conduit tunnel renovations for more efficient heating
and cooling.
Proverbs sustain us
When our building was built, a brass seal was installed on the
edifice. It proclaimed the motto of St. Joseph High School, taken
from Proverbs: Timor dei initium sapiente.
“Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”
The motto blends seamlessly with the motto of Villa Angela
Academy: Soli Deo gloria.
“Glory to God alone.”
Today, more than ever, those guiding beliefs express our
commitment to a student body that is beautifully diverse in all
areas of life including religious affiliation. At VASJ, we often say:
“We don’t teach them because they are Catholic. We teach them
because we are.”
The sentiment did not originate with us. It is generally attributed
to the late James Cardinal Hickey, who was the Archbishop of
Washington and – from 1974 to 1980 – the Bishop of Cleveland.
Cardinal Hickey made the statement in response to a question
about why Catholics should support a Catholic school that includes
not only Catholics but students from several other faith traditions
as well.
Regardless of their religious backgrounds, all VASJ students
know what it means to be Catholic. Our
students – both Catholics and those of
other faiths – are educated to understand
the values and the teachings of the
Church. At VASJ, we believe we have
both a moral and a civic duty to improve
the quality of education for all God’s
people in our community.

our students – merely by our impact on improving dismal local
unemployment statistics or even on raising college entrance rates.
Certainly those things are important elements of our mission, but
there is much more to the story of success. At VASJ – as at all
Catholic schools – we emphasize academics steeped in virtue.
We encourage professional success, of course. And certainly
without the support of our financially successful alums, we could
not accomplish anything. But the reason they support us is because
they understand that their education is also their debt to society.
They owe their community something, and they pay it back by
conducting their businesses and organizations not only in an
ethical but a virtuous manner, respecting and reflecting the ideals
they were taught.
Our students, we are happy to report, “get it.” Visitors to our
school consistently comment on the atmosphere in the building.
They see how our students interact with one another and how they
greet guests.
Our Hall of Fame illustrates how we define success at VASJ. It
honors business leaders, media personalities and professional
athletes alongside priests, nuns, brothers, missionaries, social
workers, teachers and volunteers – all models of the bold lessons
we are called to teach.
With the continued blessing of your generosity, we will have the
good fortune to teach those bold lessons at Villa Angela-St. Joseph
High School for many generations to come.

Servant leadership
At VASJ, we are very intentional
about our emphasis on servant
leadership. We believe we are called to
bring our students to a higher level of
understanding of their obligation to serve
as models and guides for others. Just as
we help shape our students during their
years in high school, they will shape their
families, communities and workplaces in
the future.
As Catholic educators, we do not
define our success – or the success of
Melanie Mitchell ’18, Vincent Mauceri ’17, Stefan Weems ’17, and Erin Osborne ’17.
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LOOK AT US NOW
Digital displays installed in the school’s
main lobby.

Look at

One digital display will recognize all donors at the $5,000+ level
as “Head of the Class” while the other display will include school
announcements,
upcoming events and
other important school
information.

us now

Veterans Memorial Monument
VASJ dedicated the Veterans Memorial monument in the school’s
courtyard on May 29, 2016, in a special Memorial Day service. The
monument honors all veterans who served, including alums from Villa
Angela Academy, St. Joseph High School and Villa Angela-St. Joseph
High School, with special commemoration of the six Vikings killed
in action. More than 100 alums and community members, including
many veterans, attended the ceremony.
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Technology Lab adds 3D printers
VASJ’s engineering students have been using 3D printing
as part of the curriculum for the past three years as a way
of enhancing understanding of manufacturing and taking
something from concept to design. During the 2015-16
school year, the program received a second 3D printer from
Roger Sustar ’62 of Fredon Corporation, which allowed more
students to create and print items for their projects.

Digital Sign installed on corner of East
185 Street and Lakeshore Blvd
Thanks to the generosity of the Oarsmen Club and our neighbors
at Euclid Hospital and Hospice of the Western Reserve, VASJ was
able to replace the old readerboard sign with a large, digital sign,
displaying rotating school announcements and updates.

VASJ and Our Lady of the Lake Parish celebrate weekly Mass together
Fr. Joe Fortuna, as well as parishioners of Our Lady of the Lake, came to VASJ each Tuesday to celebrate Weekly Mass with our students in our
renovated Founders Chapel. The tradition will continue for the 2016-17 school year.
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IN THE VILLAGE

Fall Play

GAME OF TIARAS

With a play that combined Disney princesses and the popular TV
show Game of Thrones, VASJ’s drama club put on a spectacular and
entertaining fall production. The three performances showcased the great
talent of the actors and actresses, the wonderful set that included a handpainted backdrop, outstanding costumes, and seamless scene transitions.

Men’s Choir entertains at VASJ events
New to VASJ this year was the addition of the Men’s Choir, which
was initiated by a group of young men who wanted to bring
more enthusiasm and spirit to school functions. The Men’s Choir
performed at pep rallies, prayers services, basketball games and
school fundraising events.

Students gain Real Money experience in OSU
financial literacy program
VASJ partnered with The Ohio State University to offer a financial
literacy program, “Real World, Real Money” to a group of 40
students across all grade levels. The course taught students how education and occupation affect income, how to use checking and
savings accounts and the importance of financial decision making. The course ended with an interactive spending simulation that
provided the students the opportunity to use what they learned in the class to make lifestyle and budget choices similar to those
made by 27-year-old adults. Alums, board members, community members and friends of VASJ volunteered for the simulation.

National Honor Society Induction Ceremony
At an all-school assembly, 22 students ranging from sophomores to seniors were inducted into VASJ’s chapter of the National Honor Society.
Pictured are all of VASJ’s 2016 NHS members.
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The Drama Club’s spring production of Way out West in
a Dress was filled with hilarious characters, wild musical
numbers, and puns galore. The musical told the story of
a young actor who discovered that he misread his distant
aunt’s handwritten will and that he had not inherited a
profitable saloon as expected, but instead a beauty salon.
After months of dedicated practice, the actors sang and
danced their hearts out for the audience and delivered three
great shows.

Spring Musical

WAY OUT WEST IN A DRESS

Science Olympiad comes to VASJ
New to VASJ during the 2015-16 school year was the addition of a Science
Olympiad Team to expand STEM (science, technology, engineering and math)
learning. Science Olympiad combines competitive events and provides students
with an active, hands-on way to learn and grow these skills. Science Olympiad
teams function much like an athletic team, requiring preparation, commitment,
coaching and practice throughout the year in order to compete against other
schools in competitions.

Boys basketball team was 2016 Division III state runner-up

The Viking boys basketball team made it to the state finals for the fourth
consecutive year – the first program in the school’s history to do so and only
the third program in Ohio history. The five seniors on the team attended the
basketball state tournament every year of their high school career.

Girls basketball wins D-II district
championship
The VASJ Lady Vikings basketball team won the Division
II district championship, beating top-seeded Geneva. The
season ended with a regional semifinal loss to Hathaway
Brown. The Lady Vikings finished with a 17-8 record.
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DONOR RECOGNITION REPORT

2014-15 Donor Recognition Report
Gifts received from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.
St. Angela/
Blessed Chaminade
$10,000+

William ’70 and Renee Centa
Christopher M. Coburn ’75
Donald J. ’70 and Mary Jo Dailey
Euclid Hospital
Michael L. ’81 and Christine Golic
Mary Ellen Grecol Estate ’70
Hartford
Howley Family Foundation
Live for Joy Foundation
Lubrizol Foundation
Marianist Province of the United States
Neil G. ’70 and Maria McCormick
Jamie M. Myers ’76
Nicholas Valentino ’64 Scholarship
Oarsmen
Rooted in Faith – Forward in Hope Grants
Joseph M. Scaminace ’71
Roger J. ‘61 and Judy (Ulepic) ’61 Sustar
Jeff and Sandra (Pertekel) ’66 Turner

Ursuline/Marianist
Legacy
$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous
Bicknell Fund
John B. Corr ’59
William and Susan Eline-White
Umberto P. ’78 and Mary Ellen Fedeli
John Hruska
Joseph Juster
Babejohn ’94 and Dr. Laura Kwasniak
Ladies Night Out
Gregory P. ’70 and Carol Lieb
Gary ’74 and Jenny Minadeo
Timothy ’73 and Stephanie Misny
Raymond Murphy
Parker Hannifin
Anthony ’72 and Cindy Rini
John Weiler ’65

Sr. Ascension, OSU &
Father Weisner, SM
$2,500 - $4,999

Frank Adamic ’56
Leonard Bole ’65
Janice Borkey (Consolo) ’57
Dwight and Susan (Getler) ’66 Bowden
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Charles and Helen Brown Memorial Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Theodore Castele
John P. ’73 and Elizabeth Hogan
Hospice of the Western Reserve
Jarosz Family Foundation
Alan J. Kreczko ’68
Joe Maurer
James ’70 and Virginia Meil
Frank Osborne ’65
Dr. Robert E. Petras
Georganne Robertson
Gerald Stadler ’69
Dr. William B. ’54 and Lynthia Strong
Taft Stettinuis and Hollister, LLP
The Entrepreneurship Learning Initiative

Founder
$1,000 - $2,499

Peter G. ’70 and Linda Apicella
Russell F. Berzin ’74
Mary Ann Blakeley (Globokar) ’76
Dr. John ’62 and Irene Blakemore
Don Calevich ’73
Dr. Joseph Carney ’93
Joseph S. Chimera ’66
Cleveland State University
John Comella ’87
Joshua ’99 and Nicole Dautovic
William J. Doyle ’70
Wafik Elsanadi ’78
Brian ’65 and Frances (Henry) ’66 FitzSimons
Timothy ’04 and Katie Rose Flannery
Kevin P. ’70 and Margaret (Oberstar) ’70 Flynt
Giovanni Foragi ’88
William ’60 and Christine Gibbons
Robert P. Gosling, Jr.
Melissa Grai
Curtis and Daisy Griggs
Bruce and Dana Heil
Dr. Richard ’57 and Linda Holzheimer
Wes and Kathy Howard
Mary Therese Hurley
James F. Jakopic ’59
Robert Jaquay, Esq. ’73
Michael Kalasunas ’65
Fred W. Keyerleber ’55
Greg A.’72 and Susan Kokal
Alex ’59 and Donna Koler
Dennis R. Lansdowne ’73
James A.’68 and Debra Lieb
Dr. Robert J. ’65 and Marlene (Yeckley) ’67
Lieb

Frank and Judy Macuga
Patrick J. McKinley ’73
Judith McLaughlin (Sweet) ’55
Brian P. ’62 and Maribeth McNeeley
Michael P. Metroka ’71
Beverly Moore
James P. ’62 and Marcia Murphy
Charles ’67 and Karen Murray
Marianist Urban Students Program
Martin Neary ’95
Richard J. ’71 and Carol (Hlabse)’73 Offak
Dennis J. Quinlan ’88
Raskob Foundation for Catholic Activities, Inc.
Donald ’70 and Barbara Reed
Leo and Kathleen (Deighan) ’55
Reichard
Martin Rini
Mark L. Rodio ’88
Patrick F. Rooney ’61
David ’68 and Laura Ross
Mark J. ’75 and Mary Colleen (Dougherty) ’75
Royer
George Skuns ’57
Dr. James R. Spotila ’62
Reginal L. Stover ’83
Mercita Thailing ’54
Aldo Tisi
Jim and Marianne Tobin
Paul and Barbra (Petty) ’60 Tyler
VASJ Class of 2004
Robert A. Vertocnik ’64
Ms. Patricia A. Ward
David L. ‘58 and Carol Weigel
Margaret Wong

Benefactor
$500 - $999

Charles ’67 and Bonnie Abbey
Abbott Fund
Richard G. Armbruster ’72
Ronald J. Banc ’88
Thomas M. ’72 and Patricia (Jersen) ’73 Cahill
Joseph ’73 and Diane Cerino
Antonio Colicchio ’93
Luke P. Dautovic ’96
Timothy J. ’69 and Molly Delaney
Joanne DelGreco (Wanstreet) ’70
Donald A. ’68 and Mary K. Desantis
John W. and Susan Diemer
Thomas ’68 and Cathie Durdella
Eaton Corporation

Gifts received from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.

Summer 2016

www.vasj.com

MAGAZINE CONTENTS

216-481-8414

Fairmount Minerals Foundation
London Fletcher ’93
Mr. Howard P. Frain ’57
Joseph J. ’58 and Margaret Geiger
Terence J. Gliha ’72
Michael Gooding
Dr. Cyril Gostich ’71
William ’58 and Anita Grad
Dr. Gary C. Green ’69
Haskell Fund
Joseph V. Hocevar ’63
Michael R. ’76 and Karen Kerver
Michael ’69 and Gloria (Prosuch) ’69 Kluse
Dr. Richard ’58 and Molly Knazek
Robert and Marce M. (Kness) ’70 Longer
Kenneth A. Koncilja ’76
Dr. Heidi Krebs ’93
John J. Lane, Jr.
Richard A. Lesak ’70
Michael T. ’84 and Michele (Iouse) ’85 McGarry
John H. ’63 and Mary (McBride) ’65 Moore, III
Leroy Morrow, Jr. ’83
Austin J. ’60 and Loretta Mulhern
Timothy ’03 and Vaiva (Bucmys) ’03 Neary
Northeast Shore Development Corporation
Mr. Edward J. O’Brien ’71
Richard ’69 and Della (Woyma) ’68 Osborne
David Pasqualone ’71
Christopher J. Pestak ’77
John L. Petric ’69
Kenneth A. ’64 and Barbara Prince
Thomas ’66 and Charlene Prince
Victor D. Radel ’83
Ronald Reuss ’58
Kevin ’97 and Brooke Robertson
Anthony F. Sedmak ’62
SJ Class of 1964
Rev. Donald E. Snyder ’64
Michael ’96 and Amy Sullivan
James Taglia ’65
Thomas J. Tepley ’75
The Honorable Daniel P. Troy ’65
Kenneth P. Urban ’62
Paul E. VanHorn ’80
Jason Verderber ’97
Thomas ’67 and Dorothy Verderber
Joseph M. Vitale ’68
James ’70 and DeeDee Vukcevic
Christopher and Linda (Mengay) ’73 Warren
James D. Webb ’80
James K. Weber ’80
Jason and Kimberly Weybrecht
Timothy J. Whalen ’69
Deborah Wilson (Calevich) ’73
Charles ’55 and Nancy Wolfram
Nathan Zavorek ’94
Thomas Zlatoper

Friend
Up to $499

Anthony ’62 and Dorothy Abate
John and Suzanne Ahern
Stephen Albrecht ’98
Thomas W. Albrecht ’62
Stephen J. Alic ’91
American Legion Post 678
American Mutual Life Association
Robert J. Andrzejczyk ’67
Neil ’83 and Theresa Angelotti
William Anzick ’57
ArcelorMittal
Bruce Asmus
Libera Audia
Brian D. Avsec ’82
Eric B. Babbits ’84
Dr. Anthony E. Bacevice ’66
Kurt A. ’87 and Laura Badertscher
Clifford Baechle ’61
Deanna Bague ’79
Gregory J. Baldini ’78
Christine Banc ’92
Theresa Banc
Daniel R. Barron ’68
Bruce and Anna Battista
Carl J. Bauer ’57
William G. ’68 and Barbara Baus
Michael J. Belanich ’62
Donald J. Bellante ’63
Linda Benedictis (Ferlin) ’68
Jeffrey L. ’62 and Kay Beran
John and Helene (Tepas) ’53 Berg
Sr. Maria Berlec ’67, OSU
Vida Berlec ’68
Kevin ’77 and Michele Beuck
David A. ’88 and Lisa Berrow
Vincent M. Beyer ’81
Thomas E. ’55 and Dorothy Bier
Ronald and Sheila (Murphy) ’60 Birch
Kenneth Bixby ’65
William R. Blair ’57
Michael S. Blakemore ’70
Dr. Laquita Blockson ’88
Thomas M. Bodle ’70
Richard Bolka ’61
Kenneth A. Bollam ’54
Robert E. and Jeanne Booms ’63
David Borsani ’64
Richard J. Boruszkowski ’85
Dr. Kenneth A. Boyle ’57
BP America, Inc.
Edward M. Bradac, Jr. ’57
Thomas J. Bregar ’74
Gary M. and Shirley Brickman ’61
Frank M. Briganti ’74
Jeffrey A. Brock ’69
Brian T. Brown ’90

Ladies Night Out
The women of the Villa Angela Academy
Alumnae Association did it again with another
successful Ladies Night Out event held on May
5, 2016. Hundreds gathered in VASJ’s gym for
good food, good friends and good fun bidding
on raffle baskets, 50/50 and side boards. As
always, the money raised from the event was
donated back to VASJ and the Ursuline Sisters of
Cleveland. Save the date for next year’s Ladies
Night Out event on Thursday, May 4, 2017.

William C. ’81 and Ingar Brunnett
Robert H. Bruno ’66
John Richard Buckey
Patricia Ann Budzilek
Aria Buford ’05
John S. Buling ’72
John D. Burke ’61
Thomas A. Burke ’72
Donna Burton
Judith Busch (Buehner) ’69
Joseph P. Busher ’59
Robert Buskey
Michael P. Butler ’67
Robert Buzdon ’82
Maureen Byrne (Franz) ’83
Mark T. Byrnett ’80

Gifts received from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.
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Rev. James L. Caddy
John J. Cahill ’69
Michael A. Calabrese ’56
James M. Calevich ’68
James J. ’70 and Georgene Callaghan
Hugh Callaly ’71
Timothy and Theresa Carlson
Robert G. Carney ’63
Tim J. Carpenter ’67
Victor J. Catullo ’69
Henry W. Centa ’75
Dr. Carmen J. Centanni ’72
Bruce A. Cerne ’72
Robert J. Chapman ’80
Charlett Chatman
Michael J. Chauby ’85
Edward A. Cheslock ’61
Douglas ’96 and Melissa Chinchar
Matthew A. Chinchar ’69
Kathyrn Chubb (Gabrenya) ’66
Joseph F. Cinkole ’57
William J. Ciszczon ’68
Eugene M. Colombo ’66
Louis A. Colombo ’65
Paul R. ’62 and Sandra Colton
John S. ’57 and Marion Comella
Lori Conley
Christopher G. Cook ’72
Dan Corcoran
James M. ’58 and Margaret Corcoran
Larry and Evelyn Corrigan
Sheila Coyne ’75
Thomas Creegan ’05
David and Liz Csank
Charles and Carol (Gunn) ’54 Cushman
John E. Czyzycki ’83
Mary Czyzycki
William and Maureen (Scott) ’78 Dagg
Ms. Lucille Dalton (Herczog) ’72
David and Tiffiny (Grale) Dawson ’89
Jeanne Day (Weber) ’49
Mary E. Day
Martin G. De Chant ’78
John D. Dejak ’65
Dennis and Rita DeJulius
Kaitlin C. Delaney ’03
David DelBrocco
Linda M. Delillo ’67
John G. Dengel ’58
William M. ’55 and Mary Denihan
Joseph ’55 and Monica Denk
John W. DeSantis ’66
Carol Desanto ’68
Daniel Dever ’67
Michael and Marilyn Dewees
Rev. Edward F. Dhondt ’60
Robert and Christine (Peters) ’63 DiCello
Dr. Joe DiBartolomeo
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Nicholas DiBartolomeo ’64
Dr. Daniel F. Dickriede ’78
Richard Dietrich
Elizabeth C. Dietzel (Sinnott) ’49
Albert M. Dilauro ’69
Vincent R. ’83 and Barbara (Sotock) ’82
DiTurno
Patrick D. ’76 and Gisele Divito
Patrick J. Dodson ’57
Kathleen Dolney (Powers) ’66
Leon ’61 and Brenda D’Onle
Margaret Driscoll ’56
Michael E. Dufala ’64
Virginia Duraj
Mrs. Karen Dyckes (Getler) ’62
Noel H. ’55 and Rose Marie Egensperger
Marley F. Eiger ’66
Eli Lilly and Company Foundation
Hazel England
Adolf A. Eppich ’62
William F. Eppich ’90
Francis J. Erne ’61
Robert F. Erzen ’55
Dan Evers and Family
Thomas K. Fagan ’61
Frank A. ’61 and Susan Fakult
Family Sports - Steve Hippen
John A. Fazio ’68
John C. Fazzone ’59
Mary Felden (Planisek) ’64
John M. ’58 and Maureen Fernbacher
Hugh R. ’60 and Elolise Fiebig
Kathy Finkelson
Michael J. Finnegan ’68
Rick and Rebecca (Hirsch) ’92
Finotti
Debbe Fischbach
Ernest B. Fisco ’70
Gayll Fisher (Parkinson) ’65
Timothy F. Fistek ’60
Marilyn Fleming (Melega) ’62
Brian Flynt ’98
Michael ’93 and Erymi Flynt
Timothy J. ’71 and Donna Flynt
FM Global Foundation
Joseph ’85 and Laura Frabotta
Joseph M. ’63 and Melinda (Dougherty) ’63
Frabotta
Maureen Frey ’95
James M. Fritz ’60
Kirsten Gail (Holzheimer) ’85
Michael L. Gallagher ’78
Darrick W. Gargiulo ’83
Otis and Barbara Marie (Borgsteadt) ’54 Garner
Patrick G. ’71 and Ruth Garry
Liela Gay (Engelhaupt) ’51
Dr. Christopher Gentile ’03
Genworth Foundation

Patrick and Ann (Metcalf) ’73 George
Robert A. Geosano ’65
Patricia Gergel (Vegel) ’49
Charles A. Giomuso ’70
Gerald Glavic ’64
Frank Gliha ’65
Patrick R. ’03 and Carlie Gliha
Richard M. Gliha ’66
William J. Jr. ’60 and Carrie Goga
Katherine Gonakis ’99
Jim and Rita Good
Mary Grady (Dermasa) ’37
Ann Graf ’62
Donald P. Green ’80
Dennis M. Grisez ’80
Pamela Griskel ’81
Sr. Joanne Gross ’73, OSU
John P. Guhde ’67
Richard A. Gundelach ’55
Mike Gurney
Gus’s Diner 185th
Bonnie Hall (Persell) ’59
Elizabeth Haneline (Kerver) ’77
Dr. Thomas E. ’58 and Mary Harbaugh
Randy and Ruby Harris
Sharon Hayes (Stanton) ’65
John P. Hedderman ’57
Bruce ’72 and Dana Heil
Richard N. ’74 and Marylee Henfling
Lauren Henry (Bonfich) ’02
Elizabeth Hernandez (Kilroy) ’72
Helen Hertz
Carlos and Paula Hidalgo
Dr. Donald J. Hiebel ’66
Ms. Sheila Higgins ’68
Steve and Norma (Jiminez) ’68 Hiligan
Charles C. Hillier ’78
Tom and Ann (Iffarth) ’64 Hirsch
Sandra Hodapp ’59
James E. ’63 and Margaret Hoffman
Thomas E. Hora ’68
Thomas J. ’70 and Deborah Horst
Robert J. Horvath ’68
Sr. Francine Hribar ’55, OSF
Edward J. Hudson ’66
Jeffrey A. ’74 and Doris Hug
Lawrence R. Hupertz ’76
John J. Hurley, Jr. ’61
Stephen Hurtack ’65
David J. Jack ’78
Christopher B. Janezic
Elaine Jackson (Fleming) ’64
Robert J. ’87 and Stephanie Janosy
Gary G. Jarkewicz ’71
Edward S. Jerse ’76
Joseph J. Jerse ’74
Thomas A. Jindra ’67
Michael A. Jochum ’66

Gifts received from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.
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Jim and Maureen Joseph
Joshen Paper & Packaging
Nicholas L. Kaluza ’74
Jeffrey and Katelyn (Davies) ’03 Kaman
Gerald F. and Geraldine Kaminski ’63
Thomas M. Kander ’84
Dennis P. ’75 and Celeste Kane
Jill V. Kaner
Robert Karnak ’65
Robert Karnak ’65
James M. Kastelic ’64
John A. Kastelic ’79
Thomas J. Kastelic ’69
Mark S. ’66 and Anita Kasunic
Frederick J. Katai ’70
William F. Kern ’72
Key Foundation
KeyBank Foundation
Simas J. Kijauskas ’81
Deacon Philip A. King ’68
James M. Kirn ’58
Raymond J. Kirschensteiner ’60
Raymond L. Klancar ’73
Albert F. Klavora ’61
Jason Kleem
John R. Kloos ’70
Victor G. ’76 and Anna (Zalar) ’77 Kmetich
Dennis J. Knaus ’62
Raymond J. Knauss ’62
Michael J. Kocin ’73
Gerald A. Koenig ’58
Mark E. Koenig ’75
Katy Kohn Katy ’03
Jonathan Konkoly ’98
Patrick M. Kordet ’65
Dennis M. Kosmerl ’86
Richard J. Kosmerl ’57
William D. ’67 and Patricia Kovac
Ronald E. Krajewski ’64
John K. Kralj ’68

Allen P. Krall ’66
Dr. Edward J. Krall ’62
James P. Kramar ’63
Janice Krebs (Berkopec) ’61
Maryhelen (Cole) Kreidler ’57
Marcia (Apicella) Kren ’73
James M. Krenisky ’62
Joseph R. Krulich ’54
Richard Kuhel ’67
Joseph Kunchik ’65
Charles J. Kupetz
Robert and Donna (Whitaker) ’55 Kurucz
Thomas W. ’64 and Marlene Kuskin
John Lamade
Anne Lang (Vitale) ’97
James T. Lange ’70
Barbara Latini (Kearns) ’63
Jill Latkovich
Vincent T. Lechowick ’67
Andrew D. Legerski ’78
Frank L. LeMay ’61
Kenneth F. Lenardic ’63
Kenneth R. Lenardic ’62
Ms. Mary Carol Lewis
Rosemary Lewis (Myers) ’52
LexisNexis
John A. Lince ’57
Jessica Linnert
David J. ’58 and Donna Logan
Stephen J. Lonchor ’79
Salvatore LoPresti ’67
Frank J. Lopuszynski ’69
Richard F. Loren ’64
Jacqueline A. Lucas ’04
Mary Ellen Lucas ’73
John L. Lukanc ’70
Ronald G. Luksic ’67, SM
Mark Lunter
Gerald L. Lynch ’54
Lt. Col. Frank A. Jr. ’66 and Marilyn Macharoni

Robert Macholl ’61
William A. Mangelluzzi ’91
Anthony and Colleen (Talty) Manning ’68
Robert J. Mantz ’67
Donald Mapp ’94
William A. Margalis ’72
Bridget Marok (Assing) ’85
Joseph G. Marovich ’63
Dr. Lawrence A. Marten ’64
Joseph S. Martinich ’68
Kenneth S. Marvar ’74
Dale M. Masino ’62
Richard J. Masino ’62
Patricia (Morris) Matthews ’76
Mark J. ’66 and Pat Mazzolini
Timothy S. McCreary ’60
William R. McFarlane ’67
Dennis T. ’60 and Margaret McGarry
Ellen McGarry
Kevin and Erin E. McGarry (Creegan) ’07
Denise McGee (Bendenritter) ’81
John T. McGregor ’65
David McKinney
Thomas and Ursula Meaney
Kenneth W. Meditz ’72
Patrick Medlen ’60
Margaret Medved (Rathbun) ’59
Michael D. Mele ’61
Ermin R. ’67 and Patricia (Harting) ’68 Melle
Melvin J. Melle ’60
Brian Menard
Kazren Messer (Glogovsky) ’74
Robert J. Messina ’66
Lawrence F. Mihevic ’65
John A. Milakovich, Jr. ’69
Craig S. ’84 and Cindy Miller
Neil A. Miller ’58
William C. ’72 and Doreen Miller
Dennis Minichello ’70
Dr. Ruth Mitchell ’49

VASJ event ‘continues the dream’
by raising record-breaking $470,000
Prior to VASJ’s Continue the Dream event, Joseph Scaminace ’71 announced that he would once again be the
event’s Presenting Sponsor but this time with a gift of $250,000. He addressed the crowd during the event and
spoke of the school’s mission to serve students in an increasingly challenging world.
“These beautiful young men and women need what I received and many of us received at St. Joseph High
School and Villa Angela Academy,” Scaminace said. “We received a faith-based education, a nurturing culture, a
committed faculty and a spirit of cooperation and teamwork.
In short, these students need to know that they are valued.
They need to know they are important.”
Nearly 400 guests - including faculty, staff, students,
parents, alums and friends - joined forces to celebrate the
school’s achievements and to pledge their commitment to its continued advancement and
growth.
Next year’s Continue the Dream annual benefit will take place on Saturday, April 1, 2017.
MAGAZINE CONTENTS

Ms. Susan Mitchell ’66
Donald A. Modica ’60
Dr. Daniel E. Molnar ’56
Collen Moran ’61
James P. Morey ’65
Michelle Morgan ’73
John M. Motl ’66
Robert A. ’60 and Margaret Mucci
Patrick A. Mueller ’66
Muldoon’s Saloon & Eatery
Michael and Michele Mullee
Thomas W. Murphy ’68
Cristina Nahra
The Viking Village was lit up by the stars on Nov. 17, 2015. There was no skylight installed at the
James J. ’54 and Judy Nainiger
Paul and Nancy (Slominski) ’68 Naujoks
legendary gym on East 185th and Lakeshore, but rather, a distinguished and unprecedented guest list
Margaret Nelson (Lang) ’52
provided plenty of star quality and energy for the more than 550 people in attendance to pay homage
John ’92 and Renee Nemeth
to some of the school’s all-time athletic icons.
Nestle
The inaugural Hall of Champions inductee ceremony was a huge success, drawing rave reviews and
Network for Good
plenty
of attention from those inside and outside of the Viking Village.
Robert Neubert ’69
Julia R. Newberr (Bartkus) ’91
Legendary football coach late Bill Gutbrod
Richard Newlon
and the 1969 football team were the first two
Sharon Nichting (Baird) ’70
inductees honored, followed by six Viking
John S. ’74 and Nancy Nisky
greats. Bob Golic ’75, Mike Golic ’81, Desmond
Joseph R. Nosse ’55
Howard ’88, Clark Kellogg ’79, Elvis Grbac ’88
Gregory S. Nowak ’69
and London Fletcher ’93 took the stage for an
James J. Nugent ’69
entertaining town hall style conversation sharing
John A. Nugent ’67
memories and lessons from their time spent in
Joanne M. Oberst
the Viking Village.
Frank J. Oblak ’54
Robert Oblocki
Michael B. Petricig ’69
Kenneth R. ’61 and Patricia Rarick
Francis O’Brien
Louis
J.
Petrovic
’58
Thomas L. Rarick ’58
Christopher L. O’Donnell ’87
David
C.
Pfriem
’61
Sr. Susan Mary Rathbun ’58, OSU
Donna O’Donnell (Clifford) ’55
Mary
Claire
Phelan
(Walsh)
’61
Sharon Reed ’68
Sheila O’Donnell ’78
Frank
Pietravoia
Robert R. ’62 and Lois Regovich
Michael J. Oliver ’64
Thomas
F.
Pingaj
’65
Laurence A. ’58 and Marilyn Reichert
George C. ’65 and Tria O’Maille
Eugene
F.
’69
and
Shirley
Pipoly
Roberta Reichtell-McDermott (Reichtell) ’72
Daniel P. O’Neil ’70
Edward
E.
Pishkula
Thomas J. Repicky ’69
Kevin ’57 and Kathyrn (Gallagher) ’59 O’Neill
Rev.
Timothy
J.
Plavac
’77
Reynolds American Foundation Matching
Thomas J. O’Neill ’77
William
Plesec
’60
Donations
Robert L. ’64 and Susan Opalek
PNC
Foundation
Matching
Gift
Program
Gerald
J. ’61 and Katherine Rich
Carl G. Opaskar ’57
Robert
J.
Poelking
’62
Michael
J. ’69 and Kathy Roach
Robert A. ’69 and Cynthia Oster
Timothy
Pogacar
’74
Kevin
G.
’77 and Sharon Robertson
Sally L. Overcash (Rozanc) ’58
Marilyn
Pokorny
Timothy
W.
Robertson, Jr. ’89
Frank J. Pakish ’63
Lawrence
N.
Polena
’69
Emily
Robinson
Patricia Pate ’61
Germaine Polensek ’73
John A. Robinson ’65
Rosemary Patno (Hyland) ’69
Councilman
Michael
Polensek
Thomas and Elizabeth Robrecht
Cmdr. Michael J. Patterson ’74
Vincent
M.
Polito
’70
Janice T. Roccosalva
Dennis J. ’59 and Ilona Paulin
Lawrence
J.
Pongonis
’61
Cornelia M. Roche (Wagner) ’83
Philip F. Paulin ’69
Thomas
J.
’59
and
Loretta
Powers
Frank D. ’90 and Meredith Rochon
Michael Pausic ’70
Mark
A.
Prendergast
’73
Frank B. ’60 and Mary Jean Rochon
Richard L. Pavsek ’77
Patrick
Preto
John M. Rock ’83
John T. Peoples ’58
Kurt
M.
’87
and
Carolyn
Princic
Rockwell International
John M. Perme ’61
Earl
R.
’60
and
Jeanette
Print
Patricia Rohde (Music) ’52
Dr. Mark W. ’73 and Judy Pestak
Progressive
Casualty
Insurance
Company
Jennifer Romeo
Daniel E. Peterca ’69
Thomas
V.
Providenti
’66
Michael P. Romeo ’88
Mary Margaret Peters (Dwyer) ’56
Karen
Racutt
(Kristof)
’65
Modestino and Jane Romeo
Anthony L. Petkovsek ’59

VASJ honors school’s legendary athletes
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William E. Rosenberg ’59
Jeffrey A. Ross ’74
Kristen Roszak (Gorisek) ’01
Thomas and Ann (Royer) ’67 Berger
Mark G. ’77 and Miriam Ruminski
Peter G. Ruminski ’71
Christopher J. Russ ’75
Sr. Joan Marie Russ ’65, OSU
Sebastian F. Russo ’57
Edward M. Ryder ’66
Donald A. Sak ’67
Sandra Samsa
Michael J. Santarelli ’69
Richard Jr. and Cynthia Sargent
Kenneth J. ’55 and Denise Schaffer
Bryan and Megan Scheider
Dale Schiavoni ’69
James M. Schlarb ’69
William Schmitz ’67
William Schneeberger ’71
Joseph R. Schneider ’74
Susan M. Schumacher
Kathleen Schwiebert (Quinlivan) ’69
Joan Scott (Graehling) ’48
Mary Margaret Scott (Leddy) ’54
Darleen D. Seagroves (Vehar) ’91
Robert Searson
John and Loretta Seidel
Elizabeth R. Sellers (Guard) ’02
John P. ’65 and Alice Sferro
Kevin M. Shea ’71
Mrs. Katie Shininger (Kukral) ’98
Dr. John E. ’69 and Cynthia Shinsky
Robert G. Shutack ’78
Michael Sierputowski ’72
Anthony J. Slak ’78
Martin D. ’68 and Anne Smalc
Thomas D. Smith ’69
Smolic Tire
Sr. Veronica Smrekar ’56, OSU
John P. Smreker ’66
Nick Soeder
Dr. Robert W. ’82 and Debbie Spech
Michael D. Spehar ’63
William F. Spicuzza ’56
Bud T. Stalker ’66
Dennis M. ’69 and Diane Stalzer
Frank A. Stanonik ’69
Kathleen Stasun (Welsh) ’64
John J. Staunton ’88
Patrick Staunton ’91
Edward A. Steigerwald ’61
Fr. James R. Stenger ’72
Thomas V. ’75 and Maria Stepec
David S. Sterlekar ’60
Robert P. ’60 and Catherine Stevens
Col. Robert P. Stone ’62
Anne Storey (McCauley) ’68

John ’59 and Linda Storey
Roy J. ’54 and Marlene (Laurich) ’55 Streetz
Dr. Frederick V. ’59 and Diana Strnisa
Donald H. ’59 and Sharon (Justin) ’60 Stupica
Edward Subel ’04
James J. Sukalac ’66
John P. Sukis ’64
Daniel L. Sukys ’74
Thomas E. Sukys ’78
James J. Sullivan ’89
James F. ’61 and Emily Sullivan
Louis S. Sumas ’62
James Sustar ’70
Bruce T. Swartz ’74
Brian M. Sweeney ’63
Marilyn Swope (Beck) ’60
Eileen Sykora (Osborne) ’66
Richard J. ’61 and Jeanine Szalay
Vincent F. Sztul ’68
Robert J. Tabernik ’69
Michael T. ’72 and Karen Taisey
Veronica Taraska ’96
Target-Take Charge of Education
Thomas Teare ’67
James E. Tercek ’71
Lisa Tersigni (Miano) ’02
Paul F. Teta ’73
Edward J. Thomas ’90
Robert A. Thomas ’65
Eileen Thompson (Ruth) ’52
TIAA-Cref Financial Services
Nicholas C. Tibaldi ’60
Michael P. Tobin ’91
Lucille Tomasic (Tizzano) ’57
Bartholomew S. Topoly ’61
Louis H. Totedo ’61
Lawrence A. ’59 and Carole (Vitale) ’63
Tremaglio
James M. and Candi Trentel ’65
Ralph F. Trepal ’61
Frank A Trimboli ’84
Brian Trueman ’03
Robert J. Trueman ’76
James and Susan Turek
Arleen Turk ’63
Frank W. ’57 Jr. and Anna Marie Turk
Raymond A. Turk ’58
Thomas W. and Barbara (Legan) ’78 Turner
Joseph A. Ule ’68
Joseph A. ’60 and Kathleen Unetic
Joseph ’70 and Joan Ursic
VA Class of 1949
VA Class of 1984
Anthony J. Vahcic ’60
John N. ’57 and Kathleen (Yuhas) ’60
VanBlargan
Mary Beth Van Himbergen (Kinn) ’68
VASJ Student Council

Jack Veasey
Vedda Printing
Kriste Vedegys-Duhigg ’88
Edward J. Verderber ’62
Robert L. Verderber ’69
Thomas S. ’72 and Margaret Verdi
Richard Verhotz ’93
Judith Vicchiarelli ’58
Christine Vidmar (Brandes) ’89
Gary M. Vidmar ’71
Joseph A. Vidmar ’70
Thomas L. Vince ’58
Louis A. Vitantonio ’61
The Honorable George and Janet Voinovich
Roger V. Von Vleck ’62
John A. Voso, Jr. ’74
Jerolim Vucic ’97
Christopher A. Wagner ’66
Martha Waller (Jaquay) ’70
Martin J. Walsh ’54
D. Michael ’69 and Barbara Walton
Ms. Peggy Watral
Kellie Watrobski (Clinton) ’03
Jeannie Wawrzynski (Marold) ’92
Stephen G. Weck ’71
Wells Fargo Foundation
Richard Weybrecht ’67
Karen Whitaker ’58
Robert T. Whitcomb ’71
John T. White ’59
John J. Whitely ’57
Linda Williams (Obat) ’76
Gary ’94 and Danielle (Przybysz) ’94 Wilson
Daniel J. Wojtila ’61
James A. Wojtila ’79
Thomas F. Wood ’65
Ernest M. Woyma ’61
Charles Yurcich ’60
Richard S. Zack ’70
Thomas Zack ’72
Annette Zahradnik’74
Clara Zahradnik ’70
Richard V. Zalar ’64
Catherine (McGarry) Zbiegien ’48
Lauren Zbiegien ’99
Michael ’70 and Mary Kay (Farina) ’74 Zbiegien
James ’76 and Joan (Czyzycki) ’80 Zele
Joseph A. ’73 and Lynne Zele
Valdone Ziedonis (Karosas) ’62
Louis S. Zigmund ’90
Frances Zingales (Auer) ’57
Mitchel ’74 and Juanita Zorich
Robert F. Zyck ’73

Gifts received during the 2015-16 fiscal year
will be reported in the next issue
of VASJ Magazine.

Gifts received from July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.
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CLASS NOTES

St. Joseph High School class of 1958

VILLA ANGELA ACADEMY CLASS OF 1956: The VA Class
of 1956 is having its 60th reunion on October 9, 2016. They will
celebrate Mass at St. Robert Williams Church at 10 a.m. Afterward
they will proceed to Pine Ridge Country Club from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information contact Nancy Borgsteadt Gaspar ‘56 at
440-461-8625.
ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1958: (pictured above)
A group of 32 classmates, along with spouses and dates, attended
“The Great ’58” 10th Class Reunion the weekend of June 24. Many

attendees described it as the best reunion yet. The 10th reunion
marked a milestone in the class history. No other graduating class
from St. Joseph High School has accomplished or attempted to
duplicate what the Class of 1958 has done: Ten reunions in 58
years, Five members inducted into the VASJ Hall of Fame, quarterly
(SOPTC) Luncheons, and the creation of the “Class of 1958
Scholarship Fund.”
John Storey ’59 (pictured left) was inducted into the National
Wrestling Hall of Fame. At an induction ceremony in Dublin, Ohio,
Coach Storey was recognized for his tremendous impact on the sport
of wrestling. Several of his former wrestlers were present at the
honors banquet.
Holy Cross All 60s Reunion: A reunion will be held on November
5, 2016, for all Holy Cross graduates from 1960-1969 as well as
friends and teachers from that era. Join the group on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/groups/HolyCrossSchoolAll60sReunion/. For
more information, contact Mike Finnegan '68 at 440-479-7406 or
email mfinn849@cs.com.

ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1961: The St. Joseph
High School Class of 1961 will be celebrating its 55th reunion the
weekend of November 5 & 6, 2016. Details will be posted on vasj.
com/reunions as well as on the class website at sjhs1961.com.
Bob Mullin ’88 (current VASJ head wrestling coach), Bill Splete ’90,
Coach John Storey ’59, Jack Muhall ’72 and Tom Mulhall ’69.
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CLASS NOTES
Lou Colombo ʼ65 is a partner at the Cleveland-based
law firm BakerHostetler, where he represents individuals
in media and First Amendment matters and intellectual
property cases for almost 40 years. He has handled far
more than 100 defamation cases on behalf of newspapers,
magazines, and television and radio stations, among them
several national media companies. Colombo wrote a book
about the law firm’s history which will be published in
September, when BakerHostetler celebrates its 100th
anniversary.

Frank LeMay ’61 just started his fall semester at Lakeland
Community College where he teaches math. This begins his 52nd
year of teaching with 27 of those years being at Lakeland and 35
years at Wickliffe City Schools. He resides in Mentor.

ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1965: Members of
the St. Joseph High School Class of 1965 held their 50th reunion
in the summer of 2015. Classmates enjoyed golf, dinner with their
significant others and reminiscing about old times.

Left to right: Chris Thomas, Bob Thomas, Judi Milner, Eileen Ranallo, Tony
Melaragno, Kathy Melaragno, John Weiler and Dennis Milner gather for the Class
of 1965 reunion.

ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1966:
(pictured below) The St. Joseph High School Class of
1966 celebrated its 50th reunion on the weekend of
August 5, 6, and 7. The gathering on Friday night was
held at VASJ in the VA room. A spectacular time was had
by all the Vikings present. Saturday the classmates and
many wives headed to the Holiday Inn, in Mentor, OH.
On Sunday, Father Martin Solma ’66, SM, Provincial of
the Marianist Province in the United States celebrated
Mass with the class. Father Solma was assisted by
Deacon Adam Novak ’66.
ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1967: The
St. Joseph High School Class of 1967 will celebrate
its 50th reunion on Saturday, June 17, 2017. More
information will be posted at
vasj.com/reunions as it becomes available.
VILLA ANGELA ACADEMY CLASS OF 1967: The
Villa Angela Academy Class of 1967 will hold a 50th
Reunion in 2017. Members of this class should make sure
VASJ’s Advancement Office has a current email address
on file as all reunion communication will take place
via email. For more information please contact Patricia
(Spelich) Boley at boleypa49@yahoo.com.

Class of 1966
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Teresa Metcalf Beasley ʼ83 is a partner at the law firm Calfee, where her practice
focuses on public finance, real estate development and financing, new market tax
credits, economic development incentives and tax increment financing. She also
counsels clients regarding government relations and legislation and public private
partnerships. She has been instrumental in the firm’s Diversity & Inclusion progress,
most recently instituting a series of “Lunch and Learn” programs that have brought
lawyers, other professionals and staff together with law professors invited into the
firm to discuss legal issues in the news. She is part of the leadership of the “Women
of Calfee” having helped to organize and participate in mentoring programming for
younger women in the firm and for our clients. Last year, Teresa was a speaker at
Crain’s Women of Note Summit and Awards where she was also part of the “Women
Ignite” motivational program, as well as Flourish Cleveland Conference for Women
in Leadership, Cleveland Professional 20/30 Club’s “Ladies Who Lead: Professional
Women’s Forum,” Ohio Diversity Council 2015 Women in Leadership Symposium
and YWCA Circle of Women Committee. She was honored by the Cleveland-Marshall
College of Law Chapter of the Black Law Students Association and was selected as a
“Woman of Note” by Crain’s Cleveland Business in 2014.

Class of 1976

Charles “Chip” Ely
’69, longtime anchor
and reporter for
Tulsa’s Channel 8, was
recognized as Tulsa’s
Media Icon of the Year
at Tulsa Press Club’s
Newsies awards that “recognize the best and
the brightest journalists and news outlets in
the city of Tulsa.”

Hospital Community Advisory Council and the boards of
Northeast Shores Development Corporation and Shore
Cultural Centre. He was presented with the award, with
family, friends and colleagues present, by Euclid Hospital
President Daniel Napierkowski, M.D. Richard recently
retired after five years of serving as VASJ's President.
ST. JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1976:
(pictured above) The St. Joseph High School Class of
1976 had a weekend of fun and fellowship celebrating its
40th reunion the weekend of June 24, 2016. Friday was
a golf outing at Pine Ridge with a meet-and-greet after at
Club 91. Saturday was an evening of food and Cleveland
lights on the Goodtime 111. The weekend was a blast

Richard Osborne ʼ69 was named the 2015
Euclid Hospital Community Service Award
recipient for his membership of the Euclid
Richard Osborne ’69
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with many memories shared and friendships rekindled. “We were
all proud to be part of the rich heritage and the spirit of the St. Joe
community as we all sang the alma mater and all agreed that we truly
are St. Joe,” says Mark Keleshian.
Helen (Rastatter) Boberek ʼ76 is the District Director, Division
of Federal Employees’ Compensation, with the U.S. Department of
Labor in Cleveland.

Annette McMillian-Blackwell ’80 was elected the first woman and
first black mayor of Maple Heights, Ohio, in 2015. She was sworn
into her new role in January 2016.
VILLA ANGELA ACADEMY CLASS OF 1981: The VA Class
of 1981 will be holding its 35th class reunion Saturday, October 8,
2016, at Shooters on the Water in Cleveland. More information can
be found at vasj.com/reunions or by contacting
Chris Devorsky at 440-283-8404 or Lisa
Krause at 216-337-7195.
Leroy Morrow ʼ83 retired as Deputy Chief of
the Cleveland Division of Police last year after
26 years of service. Morrow is a member of
the VASJ Board of Advisors and lives in Solon with his wife.
Bonnie Brihan ’87
and Bob Schindler
celebrated their
wedding day on June
27, 2014. They met in
2010 when they faced
off as opponents on
the sand volleyball
court. They’ve been
together ever since,
but now play on the
same volleyball team!

Bob is an electrical engineer and Bonnie owns her own photography
business – Bonnie B Photography. Her portrait photography
includes family, seniors, newborns, engagement photos, and special
events such as VASJ’s Homecoming, Prom, and Graduation. She is
expanding this year to now include wedding photography.
Kirsten
Holzheimer-Gail
ʼ88 was sworn in
as Euclid’s mayor
earlier this year.
Holzheimer-Gail
previously served
as councilwoman
and council
president. “I see
Euclid as a great community, a thriving community, with renewed
energy,” she said. She lists safety, attracting business, lakefront
development and stabilizing the city’s housing stock among her
top priorities. Her two sons are VASJ graduates and her daughter is
expected to graduate in 2019.
Rick Finotti ’91 is
preparing for his second
season as a top assistant for
the University of Michigan’s
football team. Finotti joined
the staff of Coach Jim
Harbaugh last year after
leading St. Edward High
School to two state titles as
head football coach. Rick
serves at defensive analyst and can often be spotted on the sidelines
during games. He and his wife, Rebecca (Hirsch) Finotti, VASJ ’92,
have two children.
Bernard Scott ’96 was
named the head women’s
basketball coach at the
University of Detroit
Mercy.
VASJ CLASS OF 1997:
The VASJ Class of 1997 will be holding its class reunion the
weekend of June 23 & 24, 2017. Contact Sabrina Lewis 216-5483080 for more information.

Planning a class reunion? Please contact Kevin Flynt ’70
with your reunion details. Call 216-481-8414 ext. 254
or email kflynt@vasj.com.
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Kerry McCormack ʼ06 was sworn in to Cleveland City Council this
spring, representing Ward 3, which includes downtown, Ohio City and
the near West Side. McCormack grew up on Dorchester Road, walking
distance from VASJ, and is the son of Hall of Famer Tim McCormack,
SJ ’62. Councilman Mike Polensek, whose ward includes VASJ,
brought up McCormack’s distinguished lineage – both at home and in
education – in introducing the new councilman. “Kerry comes from
wonderful stock,” Polensek said, according to media report. “His mom
and dad are both neighborhood activists and care about this city. He’s
a good Irishman from Collinwood. He has good roots and he’ll do a
wonderful job. And just to have a VA-St. Joe’s boy here — not from
Ignatius, not from Ed’s — does wonders for the body.”

Donald S. Walls, Jr.
’98 was presented with
the Capital University
2016 F.W. Stellhorn
Award in April
2016 in recognition
and appreciation
of outstanding and
devoted service to
Capital University
by faculty and staff.
Donald graduated from
Capital University in
2004 and has been
with the University
from 2001-2004 (as an
Donald S. Walls, Jr.
undergraduate student
worker) and from 2005
to present as a fulltime employee in the Information
Technology Department.

Kellie (Clinton) Watrobski
ʼ03 and her husband Joe
welcomed their second child,
Wyatt Joseph Watrobski on
March 23, 2016. Wyatt is the
grandchild of Patrick Clinton
ʼ69.
Kristen Mott ’09, of
Willoughby, is engaged to
Halim Yousef (below). An
October 2017 wedding is
planned. Kristen received
two Excellence in Journalism
Awards from The Press Club of
Cleveland in 2015. Her work

was recognized
in the Breaking
News category
and Food Writing
category. Kristen
currently works
as a staff reporter
at the Cleveland
Jewish News in
Beachwood.

Vaiva (Bucmys) ʼ03 and Tim
ʼ03 Neary welcomed a baby
boy Matthew James Neary on
November 20, 2015.

Matthew James Neary

Wyatt Joseph Watrobski

Submit your class note online at vasj.com/classnotes.
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Kierra Cotton graduated
from E.W. Scripps School of
Journalism at Ohio University
in May 2016. In June 2016
she accepted a position as
an Audience Engagement
Specialist at WKYC-TV
(Cleveland’s Channel 3) where
she interacts and assists with
station’s viewers.
Ryan Gallagher ’12 graduated
from the West Point Military
Academy on May 21, 2016,

and was commissioned as
a Second Lieutenant. He
is assigned to the Armor
Branch and will attend Basic
Officer Leaders Course at
Fort Benning, Ga. for six
months. He will then be
stationed at Fort Wainwright
in Fairbanks, Alaska, as a
member of the 1st Stryker
Brigade Combat Team, 25th
Infantry Division.

IN MEMORIAM
Joe Bilicic ’58 passed away in October
2015.

and Susan (Dibbin) Hester ’74 passed
away in March 2015.

Frank R. Bokausek ’60, former St.
Joseph High School and VASJ teacher for
more than 40 years, passed away in May
2016.

Coach Daniel Ferrazza, former St.
Joseph High School teacher, coach and
mentor, passed away in May 2015.

Richard Bonde ’68, former St. Joseph
High School principal and longtime
Willowick Mayor, passed away in March
2016.

Christopher John Fitzpatrick,
brother of Edward Fitzpatrick ’61,
Tim Fitzpatrick ’62 (Corrine ‘Queenie’
McGrath Fitzpatrick ’65), passed away in
July 2015.

Matthew J. Bosetin ’60 passed away in
July 2015.

Daniel A. FitzSimons ’58 passed away
in April 2016.

David Cirino, brother of Jerry Cirino ’70
passed away in April 2015.

Edward J. Furlich, husband of former
VASJ teacher Sally Furlich (deceased),
passed away in October 2015.

Paul Cirino, brother of Jerry Cirino ’70
passed away in December 2015.
Valery Crosby, former English teacher
at Villa Angela Academy and mother
of Robert Crosby ’64, Earl Crosby ’66,
Bruce Crosby ’67, and Ken Crosby ’72,
passed away in September 2015.
Clarence “Deacon Larry” R.
Cummins, former St. Joseph High
School teacher, passed away in August
2015.
Patricia (Seaman) Dibbin ’76, wife
of Daniel ’78, sister of Diane Bruce ’62,
James Seaman ’64 and Joan Bubis ’66,
sister-in-law of Edward ’70, Andrew ’81,

Timothy M. Gamber ’87, former
girls basketball coach, passed away in
November 2015.
Esther Garbincus, mother of Matthew
Garbincus ’66 and Martha Garbincus
Fazzio ’71, passed away in March 2015 at
the age of 93.
Catherine Gentile, mother of Donald
’68, Thomas ’76, and Rosemarie ’76,
passed away in July 2014.
Edward R. Gilroy ’58 passed away in
May 2016.
Joseph Hirko ’61 passed away in March
2016.

Thomas C. Hlabase ’71, brother of
Carol (Hlabase) Offak ’73 and brother-inlaw of Richard Offack ’71, passed away in
October 2015.
George Hollis ’64, brother of Bob
Hollis ’60, passed away in March 2016.
Rita A. Hug, mother of Jeff Hug ’74 and
Tim Hug ’77 and grandmother of Scott
Hug ’07, passed away in April 2015.
Al Iosue ’61 passed away April 2015.
Victor H. Koncijla, father of Victor J.
Koncilja ’69 and Kenneth A. Koncilja ’76,
passed away in February 2015.
Patricia Korosec, wife of Phil Korosec
’58, passed away in September 2015.
Joseph F. Kovatch Sr. ’60 passed
away in January 2016.
Daniel Kruchan ’79 passed away in
January 2016.
Joseph Kuhar ’79, son of Darlene
(Morano) Kuhar ’56 and brother of
Edward Kuhar ’80 and Kathleen (Kuhar)
Wild ’83, passed away in November 2015.
Marilyn T. (Koss) Lekan, widow of
the late Anthony “Doc” Lekan, longtime
teacher at St. Joseph High School, passed
away in September 2015.
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Brother Howard Lohrey ’67, S.M.,
brother of Barbara Nissen ’70 and brotherin-law of John Nissen ’67, passed away
January 24, 2015.
Agnes T. (McGuiness) Lucien ’50,
sister of Mary McKinley McGuiness ’48
(deceased), Thomas McGuiness ’63 and
John McGuiness ’63 (deceased), passed
away in March 2015.
Richard Lutsch ’63 passed away in
March 2016.
Dalia (Miskinis) Macys ’78, sister of
Danute ’73 (Remigijus ’74) Belinskas and
Algirdas ’80 (Diane), passed away in June
2015.
Thomas V. Maloney ’54, brother of
Terry ’54 (dec.), Denny ’55 (dec.), Tim
’57 (dec.), Mariellen Cvetic (dec.) and
Kathy, passed away in January 2015.
Valerie McCormack, wife of Tim
McCormack ’62, and mother of Brendan
McCormack ’04 and Kerry McCormack
’06, passed away in July 2016.
Timothy McNally ’64, brother of
William McNally ’62, passed away in
May 2015.
James M. Meyer ’71, brother of John
Meyer ’72, passed away in July 2015.
Robert “Bob” Miklavcic ’69 passed
away in May 2016.
Henry J. Miklowski ’69 passed away in
March 2016.
Robert “Rob” G. Miller ’69, brother-inlaw of Joseph Unetic ’60, passed away in
May 2016.
Barbara Modic ’71 passed away in
September 2015.
Philip R. Morey ’58 passed away in
August 2015.
Elizabeth A. Needs, daughter of Mike
Needs ’69, passed away in April 2015.
Marilyn H. (Klur) Nemetz-Sanderson
’71 passed away in August 2016.

Charles Owen ’61 passed away in June
2016.

Sheldon Starling, father of Ariana
Bolon ’18 passed away in May 2015.

Anthony “Sonny” Pace, former band
director of St. Joseph High School, passed
away in November 2015.

John Stefanac ’70 passed away in April
2015.

Dorothy A. Padden ’66 passed away in
October 2015.

Richard J. Szalay ’61 passed away in
July 2015.

Carl W. Pearson ’60 passed away in
January 2016.

Frank E. Tercek, father of Frank Tercek
’65 and Tom Tercek ’77, passed away in
November 2015.

Daniel R. Polantz ’95, brother of Brian
’00, passed away in June 2015.

Anthony Ticchione ’84 passed away in
May 2015.

Frank Preziuso Jr. ’61 passed away in
July 2015.

Terrance “Terry” Toohig, former
St. Joseph High School religion teacher,
passed away in April 2015.

Elizabeth (Yakos) Putrich ’46 passed
away in April 2014.
Marie Elizabeth Williams Reali ’59
passed away in July 2015.
Joseph Rogers ’60 passed away in
March 2016.
Kathleen J. (Albrecht) Ryser ’66
passed away in August 2015.
Mary Lynne (Skufca) Santantonio
’60, wife of Joe, mother of Joseph, Renee,
Danielle, Dean, Christina, Brett and Fred;
sister of Beatrice Criswell ’56, Regina
Fitzgerald ’58, Elaine Fixler ’62, Ronald
Skufca, Larry Skufca and Arleen Dudash
’62, passed away in May 2015.
Charles R Schultz ’61 passed away in
August 2015.

William Turk, grandfather of Anthony
Turk ’16, passed away in May 2015.
Jerome Leonard Visconti ’60 passed
away in October 2015.
Joseph Vrcan ’61 passed away in April
2015.
Eileen Welsh, mother of Mary Anne
Cozzens ’63, Kathleen Stasun ’64, Peter
Welsh ’67, Patricia White ’68, Maggie
Smith ’70, Carol Ponikvar ’71, Karen
Lavery ’71, and Dennis Welsh ’72, passed
away in December 2015.
John Joseph “Joe” Whelan, brother
of Thomas Whelan ’55, passed away in
December 2015.

Donald C. Shaft ’58 passed away in
August 2015.

Daniel “DJ” Wolanski, son of Michael
Wolanski ’83 and nephew of Daniel
Wolanski ’85, passed away in May 2015.

Stephen Simcak, son of Stephen
Simcak ’84, passed away in May 2015.

Marie Zeitz Woodall ’41 passed away
in March 2015.

Jerome Slavkovsky ’67 passed away
in December 2013.

Ralph Wroblewski, former St. Joseph
teacher, passed away in April 2015.

Tammy Sloat, mother of Chris Sloat ’99
and Sara Sloat ’10, passed away in May
2016.

Thomas Yerman ’74 passed away in
April 2015.

Joseph William “Bill” Smith ’78
passed away in July 2015.

Joseph Zevnik ’77, brother of Frank
Zevnik ’73, passed away in May 2016.

VASJ deeply appreciates being notified when a graduate passes away. If you have such
news to share, please contact Ruby Harris in the advancement office at rharris@vasj.
com or 216-481-8414 ext. 209.
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CONGRATULATIONS
VASJ CLASS OF 2016

VALEDICTORIAN
& SALUTATORIAN

$6.6 million
This year’s valedictorian, Olivia Vidmar
(left), plans to study at the Rochester
Institute of Technology. Salutatorian,
Rachel Smith (right) received a scholarship
to Charleston Southern University where
she will play volleyball.

Earned in Scholarships

98%

Average college enrollment
over the last five years

BOARD OF ADVISORS • 2015-16
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Don Dailey ’70, Chair
Mike Tobin ’91, Co-Chair
Barb Tyler ’60
Ruby Harris, Board Secretary
BOARD OF ADVISERS
Maryann Blakeley ’76
Eugene Boyer
William Centa ’70
David Csank
Don Dailey ’70

Joshua Dautovic ’99
Brian Friedman
Ken Haffey ’74
Dana Heil
Elizabeth “Liz” Hernandez ’72
Sr. Ann Letitia Kostiha ’60
Terrence McClain ’94
Martina Moore
Leroy Morrow, Jr. ’83
Robert Mullin ’88
Richard Osborne ’69

Sr. Martha Owen ’59
Pat Pannitto ’78
Michael Romeo ’88
Gerard Stadler ’69
James Tobin
Michael Tobin ’91
Barb Tyler ’60
Sue Eline-White
ADJUNCT BOARD MEMBERS
Umberto Fedeli ’78
Senator George Voinovich
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EX OFFICIO MEMBERS
Richard Osborne ’69, VASJ President
David Csank, VASJ Principal

ENDOWMENT BOARD
2015-16
Robert Jaquay ’73, Chair
Don Dailey ’70
Sr. Joan Peine, OSU
Ray Rossman ’75
Linda Warren ’73
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UPCOMING VASJ EVENTS

2016-17

Sep. 30
Oct. 5
Oct. 14
Nov. 3
Nov. 5
Nov. 11
Dec. 1
Jan. 13
Jan. 25
Feb. 3
Mar. 8
Mar. 21
Apr. 1
Apr. 21-23
May 4
May 24
May 25
July 8

Oarsmen Club Clambake
Admissions Open House
Homecoming Football Game
Admissions Open House
Alumni Memorial Mass
Veterans Day Assembly
Hall of Fame Induction
Legacy Breakfast
Founders Day Liturgy
Scholarship Day
NHS Induction Ceremony
Admissions Open House
Continue the Dream Benefit
Spring Musical
Ladies Night Out
Baccalaureate Mass
Class of 2017 Graduation
Escape on the Lake 5K
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fai
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Visit vasj.com/calendar for all events
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